Place: Lurgan Baptist 27:6:2004

Reading: Mark 8:27-38

THE VALUE OF YOUR SOUL
What would you say is your precious possession ? Is it something sentimental ? Is it something of financial value ? Maybe it has only social significance. Or perhaps it is something utterly trivial. However, much a treasured belonging may be worth, there is something that you own, that is more valuable. That is your own soul. I wonder have you counted the cost if your soul should be lost ? You see, the body will one day die. It will be put in the ground and it will decay. But your soul, made in the image of God will last for eternity. When the sun, the moon, the stars have fallen out of orbit, when the sun has become a cinder, when time shall be no more, your soul will be in existence some where, either in heaven or hell, timeless, dateless, measureless, your soul, made in the image of God will exist forever and ever and ever and ever. 

That's why the Lord Jesus Christ asked this question in the word of God. I want you to listen to it. Here's a question from Jesus Christ tonight, to you. I want you to forget that a man named Denis Lyle is standing here 

this …. !  And I want you to imagine that Jesus Christ is here tonight asking you this question. Because these words that I'm going to read to you come from the lips of Jesus Christ, and they're as full of meaning and power as if Jesus Christ were literally asking you this question tonight. This is a question to you this …. ! “ What shall it profit a man …. soul.” There are three things I want you to learn tonight as we think about the value of your soul. 

(1) THE WORTH OF YOUR SOUL

What makes your soul so valuable ? What makes your soul worth so much ? What makes your soul worth more than of the world ? Well, the worth of anything can be measured by several factors. Think of the soul and

(a) ITS REALITY:

The soul of man is real. Who designed it ? Who created it ? You see my …. you were made by Almighty God. In the Book of Genesis we read these words  “ And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the earth. And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.” ( 2:7 )  I heard that one of the finest and perhaps the rarest of all paintings is Raphael's Madonna. Exquisitely beautiful. Now, why is that painting so valuable ? Why is that painting so rare ? Because it is the handiwork of an artist. My …. you were made in the image of God and the crowning work of God's creation, the God who painted the wide rainbow, the God who made the meadow and the flowers, the God who made the vast reaches of space, the crowning work, of God's creation is man. Something else that makes something valuable, is not only who created it, but a thing is valuable because of

(b) ITS SPECIALITY:

If you want to find out how much your soul is worth, just ask how much is someone willing to pay for your soul. Let me give you a scripture and tell you how much our Lord paid for your soul. Peter says,  “ For as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ.” Do you want to know tonight, how much your soul is worth, climb up into heaven, put your ear on the beating heart of God and listen to God say, “ I love you, I love you, I love you.” Come down to the blood drenched slopes of Calvary. See the Lord Jesus  dying in agony and blood. And you'll know something of the value of your soul. See Jesus Christ as He suffers the agony, the midnight, the despair, the wrath of a holy God. My …., when you see that cross you'll understand that God paid a price. You weren't redeemed with corruptible things.

You're soul is worth more than a billion, ten billion, twenty-billion, the national debt. You're soul cost the very blood of the Son of God to redeem it. The Bible says, “ Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price.” I heard about an evangelist who is like some of the teenagers here tonight. He was wasting his life. He was unsaved. He didn't understand the Bible. He didn't know that Christ died for him. He did not understand all of the wonderful truths that many of you understand this …. !  And he was throwing his life away, just wasting his life. A friend came to him and asked him this question. He said, “ Mike, I want to ask you a question. If you had something that you didn't want at all, but somebody wanted it very much, and someone was willing to pay a fearful, terrible price for it, and yet you didn't care about it at all, and you were just wasting it and throwing it away, and that person asked you for it. Would you give it to them ?  He said, “ Sure I would.” And the friend said, “ Mike, you're wasting your life, a life for which the Lord Jesus died. Give it to Him. Give it to Him.” He paid a fearful price for it. I'll tell you a third thing that shows the value of your soul.

(c) ITS  DURABILITY:

How long will something last. If you want to buy a suit of clothes, you wonder how long will these clothes last. You buy a house, you say, “ Is the workmanship good ? Will it last a long time ?” How long is your soul going to last ? Your soul, my …. will last forever. Have you ever thought about how long eternity is ? An old preacher said on one occasion “ If you want to know how long eternity is, imagine a dove, a little gentle dove, flying from the earth to the moon.” Now, of course we know such a thing is impossible, but it's just imagination. “ Imagine a dove flying from the earth to the moon. It takes that dove one hundred thousand years to fly to the moon. He circles around the moon and comes back to the earth. It takes him another one hundred thousand years. And each time that dove makes that trip to the moon and back, two hundred thousand years round trip. He dips down over the surface of the moon, and with the feathery tip of his wing, he brushes the surface of the moon.” And then that old preacher, said, “ When that dove has completely worn away the moon, by the brush of his wing tip, eternity will have only begun.” My …. your soul, will be in existence somewhere. What makes your soul valuable ? 

It was made by God ? What makes your soul valuable ? Christ died for your soul. What makes your soul valuable is this, that your soul will be in existence somewhere. It will never, never, never end. The Bible does not teach the annihilation of a soul. You're different from a plant and animal. Your soul will go on and on and on. I'll tell you something else that makes your soul valuable, 

(d) ITS POTENTIALITY:

You see, a thing is valuable for not only what it is, but for what it can become. Little do you dream the plan that God has for you. Do you know what God wants to do with you my …. ? Listen to me young man. God has such a plan for you. God wants to make you like Jesus Christ himself. The Bible says, “ beloved now are we the sons of God …. as He is.” ( 1 Jn 3:2 ) Russell Conwell, the man who founded and financed Temple College in the U.S.A. He gave one lecture, six thousand times. 

The name of that lecture was “ Acres of Diamonds. ” And he told a true story about a farmer in Africa. That farmer in Africa had learned that some foreigners had discovered diamonds in Africa. And those foreigners were making millions of dollars. That farmer said, “ I want to find diamonds. I want to find a diamond miner. I want to be rich.” And he sold his farm. He went all over the vast continent of Africa looking for diamonds. He never found his diamonds. Finally in despair, according to Russell Conwell, he threw himself in a river, committed suicide and died. The man who bought his farm, one day was walking around the farm. He noticed in the stream bed, a strange-looking, rather large stone. He picked it up and examined it. It proved to be one of the world's largest diamonds. And not only that, but the entire farm was rich with diamonds. And the very farm that the man sold to go out looking for diamonds, was the farm that was rich and replete with diamonds.

Now, some of you are looking for happiness here, or there, or elsewhere. And in the look, and in the search, you're in danger of losing the diamond mine. My …. if you could only understand that because of the grace of God, you are standing in acres of diamonds that God has put into you a potentiality that one day, you're going to be like the Lord Jesus Christ. Why is your soul 

valuable ? God made you. Why is your soul valuable ? Christ died for you. Why is your soul valuable ? It will go on and on and on. Why is your soul valuable ? Because of what it can become. You can be like the Lord Jesus, to rule and reign with Him.  No wonder Christ said, “ What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?" (1)

(2) THE  WASTE OF YOUR SOUL

For Christ speaks here of  a man losing his soul. “ For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole would, and lose his own soul ?" What a waste. On the one side is the world, “ the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” ( 1 Jn 2:16 ) That's what's in the world. On the other side is the soul. And Christ compares these two. And He is saying, “ What a waste it would be if a man gained the whole world and lost his own soul.” Why ? Well, think of;

(a) THE LOVE THAT IS OBVIOUS:

People love the world, that is the invisible spiritual system of evil. ( 1 Jn 2:15 ) But my …. there is no:

1. TOTAL SUCCESS in the World:

Do you see how Christ puts it ? “ For what shall it …. if …. soul.” That one person should gain the whole world is improbable, indeed impossible. Alexander the Great travelled faster and conquered more land than any other man recorded in history. It is said that after Alexander had conquered the known world he wept because there were no worlds to conquer. But my …. the bold adventurer overran only a few countries of the then known world. Napoleon, Hitler all of them are in eternity this …. and not one of them ever gained the whole world. But lets imagine for a moment that the hands of the “ whole world,” is in the hands of one man. That all the benefits of this vast dominion, its riches and honours, its pleasures and profits all of this is the command of one man. Could such a thing continue ? Would such a thing last ? No ! For there is no:

2. PERSONAL SECURITY in the World:

You see, if you were to gain the world, you couldn't keep it. Don't you understand that ? You say, that's my house. That's my car. These are my clothes. That's my money. You think so ? My …. very shortly, you're going to leave it all or lose it all. Either lose it all or leave it all, but it's going. I mean it's passing away. Somebody said, “ Money talks.” It does, it says, “ Good-bye.” And everything else, is going. You can't take it with you. And Billy Sunday said, " If it could, it would melt where some of you are going." You cannot, you cannot take it with you. You're going to leave this world behind. You cannot keep it. An archaeologist opened the tomb of Charlemagne the great. He was a great king. He ruled over France in the eighth and ninth centuries. No one had yet opened his tomb. They went into the tomb, and it was a great lavish room, like a throne room. And there some of the treasures of France were in the tomb there. 

And they had put Charlemagne there, embalmed him, and put him on a throne. He was sitting there on a throne. And when they opened that tomb, the flesh had decayed from his body. And there was a bony skeleton there. A ring on his hand. His crown on his head had slipped down over that skull, because there was no flesh to hold it up. He had a New Testament open in his hand, and sitting on that throne was a bony finger, and the bony finger of Charlemagne the Great of France had its finger right on our text tonight, “ What shall it profit a man ….soul ?" Do you want to know how wealthy you are ? Then add up everything you have that money cannot buy and death cannot take away, because when you die, you're going to leave behind all that you have, and take with you all that you are. 

3. No SPIRITUAL SATISFACTION in the World:

You were made for more than this world. And anything this world has to offer, I don't care what it is, pleasure will not satisfy you. You are saying, boy if I just had the drugs, if I just had the sex, if I just had the money, if I just had the fun, if I just had the fame, if I had that swimming pool, if I had that car, if I had that those clothes, if I could take those trips, I would be happy. You would not ! You would not. There are many people who have these things. And they will be the first to tell you they do not bring lasting happiness and joy. They may have their thrill. This world fascinates, and then assassinates. It thrills and then it kills, but it cannot satisfy you. My …. on the one hand there is (a)

(b) THE LOSS THAT IS PRECIOUS:

My …. if you're not saved, listen to me. If you lose your soul, it will be 

1. An IRREPLACEABLE Loss:

If you lose your car, you may buy another car. If you lose your house, you can build another house. But if you lose your soul, you'll never replace your soul. I heard of a man who came home, he'd just been married a few weeks, his new bride was crying and he said, “ Dear,  what's wrong? What happened ?” “ She said, I baked you some biscuits, and while I was out of the kitchen, the dog got up on the table and ate the biscuits.” And she was just crying. He said, “ Don't worry. We can get another dog.” You can replace some things. But my ….  if you lose your soul, you'll not replace your soul. It is an irreplaceable loss. 

2. An IRREVERSIBLE LOSS:

Don't get the idea my …. that if you lose your soul down here that you're going to die, and that you're going to get before the great white throne Judgement, and you're going to say, “ Now Lord, I see it. Now I know you exist. Now, God I know that I have to face the Judgement, and therefore now Lord, I have changed my mind. I want to reverse what I did down on earth. Down on earth I denied you. But now, I want to receive you.” My ….  I want to tell you that there's not one shred of scripture that says after you die that you can be saved. 

3. An IMMEASURABLE LOSS:

To lose your health would be one thing. To lose your wealth would be another thing, but oh, to lose your soul. Do you remember that old song ? “ Have you counted the cost, if your soul should be lost ? Though you gain the whole world for your own, even now it may be that the line you've crossed, have you counted, have you counted the cost ?” 1. 2. 3.

 4. An INEXCUSABLE LOSS:

Why ? Because you don't need to die and go to hell. Because Christ died for you. And Christ invites you. You're not here by mistake. God brought you here this …. !  There's no excuse for you to leave tonight without being saved. Christ has died for you. The Holy Spirit draws you. The Bible speaks to you. People are praying for you. This preacher is pleading for you to come to Jesus. Oh, the tremendous worth of a soul. Oh, the tragic waste of a soul. “ What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?” (1) (2)

(3) THE WARFARE FOR YOUR SOUL

Right now, there is a awful battle. Right now, the enemy, Satan himself, has moved into this arena. And he begins to whisper into the ear of the unsaved, “ Don't listen to that man. Don't give your heart to Jesus Christ. Don't get saved. Don't give up this, don't give up that.” And right now, the Holy Spirit of God begins to move, speak to your heart, and say, “ God loves you. That man is preaching the truth. There's a death to die. A judgement to face, an eternity to live. Your soul is of great value, don't lose your soul, give your heart to the Lord Jesus.” The devil never gives up anything or anybody without a fight, without a struggle. What a warfare there is this …. for your soul. In the last century, there was a man who painted a painting. The man who painted the painting was a student of chess. Now I don’t much about chess but I know it is a war of wits of the mind. And great chess players can sometimes see two or three moves ahead, that they have the opponent beat. And when they have the opponent beat, it's called “ Checkmate.”. And this man painted a painting of a young man who is playing chess with the devil himself. The stakes are the soul of the young man. The young man is trying to win in the battle with Satan for his soul. But Satan has out manoeuvred him on the board. Satan is playing with the black chessmen. The young man playing with white. And they're moving back and forth. And the painting has it with Satan with a look of triumph in his eye, he is saying “ Checkmate,” as he moves his queen.  The young man's face is ashen. There's a look of fear and astonishment, his hand is hovering over his rook, but he knows that he has no move to make. He knows that he's lost the game, and he's lost his soul. 

And that great painting hung in an art gallery. It had a special attraction for people who were lovers of the game of chess. They would come and say, “ Yes, the young man should never have played the game with Satan. The young man could never outsmart Satan. He has lost his soul.” But there was a man down in New Orleans, his name was Paul Murphy. Paul Murphy was a chess master. He retired from chess as an undefeated champion. He had finally to get out of the chess playing business because of the intense strain it was on his mind and his brain. He just retired from it. But when he heard about the painting, he had to go see it himself. And Paul Murphy went into that art gallery, and he stood there and he looked at that painting. And he thought. And he looked. And he studied, ten minutes, twenty minutes, an hour, two hours, he looked, he thought. He took his hand, as if he were moving the pieces. He would lift this hand and then put it down. And then he would do this and that. Then he thought some more. And then he almost shouted. He said, “ Young man. Make that move.” And Murphy had figured out a move that the young man could make and win in the game with Satan. Now, I don't know anything much about chess. But I know something about God's word. And I want to tell you the one move that a man could make is to give his heart to Jesus Christ, to be saved, to say, “ Lord Jesus come into my heart, forgive my sin and save me.” 
My …. your soul is of infinite worth, and tonight if you will say “ yes,” to the Lord Jesus  your lost soul can become a saved soul. Will you make that move ? Will you make that move now ?
