Place: Lurgan Baptist 25:1:2005

    Reading: Revelation 22:1-21

“ EXPLORING THE FUTURE,”

32. ARE YOU READY FOR HEAVEN ?

You know what the bottom line is don’t you ? The bottom line is an accounting term taken from the world of finance. After adding up all your assets, your cash, bank balance, properties, and possessions, and after subtracting out all your liabilities, your debts, money owed, you are let with your net worth, which is totalled on the bottom line. The bottom line tells where you stand financially. Whether you have a profit or a loss. Whether you are in the black or red. Forget the details. Bottom line, where do you stand ? That’s precisely where we are in out study of heaven. We’ve come to the bottom line. The issue before us is, “ Are you ready for heaven ? Are you prepared to go to heaven ? Where do you stand spiritually ? Are you heavenly minded ?” 

You have heard this saying, " He's so heavenly minded, he's no earthly good.” Does that sound familiar ? Perhaps you have used this saying yourself, or you've heard others using it. It sounds so pithy, like something Solomon might have said in the Book of Proverbs. But trust me .... you won't find it anywhere in the Bible. There's no chapter and verse for it. No cross-reference. In fact the very opposite is taught in Scripture. For in the Scripture, God calls us to be so heavenly minded that we are of earthly good ! The truth is, a mind set on heavenly realities must govern all our earthly pursuits. The Bible says, “ Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” ( Col 3:2 ) Lets be honest. Too many of us have this all backwards. We're so earthly minded that we're no heavenly good. If only we were more heavenly minded.

All too often we live shallow, earthbound lives that are preoccupied with the temporal. We're caught up in the trivial pursuit of the here and now. In the midst of our hectic schedules, we give too little thought to eternal things above .... not too much ! My .... we must be more heavenly minded if we are to be of any earthly good ! Now is that really true ? Do we need to be more heavenly minded if we are to be of any earthly good ?
Well consider the Lord Jesus ! Was there anyone who walked this earth more heavenly minded than He ? Of course not ! My .... no man ever lived in closer contact with Heaven than Christ. But wouldn’t we also say that no one ever accomplished more earthly good than He ?

My .... the fact is that the Lord Jesus was so heavenly minded that He was earthly good !
And if we are to be like Christ, we must be more heavenly minded. We must live for things unseen, not things that are seen. We must live for eternal realities, not those that are temporal ! The apostle Paul put it this way, “ While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” ( 2 Cor 4:18) My .... which world are you living for ? This world or the world to come ? Are you living for that which is temporal or that which is timeless ? Are you living for that which is tangible or that which is spiritual ? That which is visible or that which is invisible ? My .... we must live for eternity today ! We must preoccupy ourselves with Heaven now.

Well, in these closing chapters of the Book of Revelation  we have been focusing on Heaven ! Why focus on Heaven ? C. S. Lewis said, “ Aim at Heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth, and you will get neither.” So what does aiming at Heaven do for us ? Well,

(a) Heaven Increases our Limited Knowledge:

Only in Heaven can we see God's divine perfections most fully displayed. Heaven is where the glorified Christ dwells in holy light. My .... we must study Heaven in order to know our sovereign God and the glorified Christ more deeply. It is in Heaven, that we see their full majesty, and, correspondingly, grow in our personal knowledge of God.  A. W. Tozer said, “ To regain her lost power, the church must see Heaven opened and have a transforming vision of God  .... the God we must learn to know is the Majesty in the heavens .... He it is that sitteth upon the circle of the earth who stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain .... who bringeth out His starry host by number and calleth them all by names through the greatness of His power, who seeth the works of man as vanity, who putteth no confidence in princes and asks no counsel of kings.” (a)

(b) Heaven Purifies our Daily Walk:

My .... the holy, sinless environment of Heaven calls us to live by the same standard of personal holiness ! The hope of Heaven cleans out our hearts of inbred worldliness and alleviates sinful living. Do you recall John's words, “ And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” ( 1 Jn 3:3 )

My .... if we anticipate Christ's coming and our going to Heaven we will want God to be pleased with the cleanliness of our lives ! (a) (b)

(c) Heaven Comforts our Broken Hearts:

Paul said that the deepest pains of our wounded hearts are not worthy to be compared with the glories to come.

My .... the more we gaze into Heaven the more clearly we understand that our present trials pale in comparison to the glory that awaits us ! My .... what is your affliction this .... ? Is it a strained relationship ? A shattered dream ? The disillusionment of a broken marriage ? The heartache of a prodigal child ? Physical pain ! Then look to the glories of Heaven and be renewed in your strength ! For Paul says, “ Our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
( 2 Cor 4:17 ) Knowing the perfect comfort that awaits one day, helps us endure our present disappointments this day.

(c) For in Heaven we shall be reunited with our saved loved ones ! In one of the eastern cities of the U.S.A. there was a railway engineer who had been on the railroad for many years. One day he was addressing a crowd of men who worked for him and he said, “ men I can't begin to tell you what Jesus Christ has meant to me. Years ago every night when I would finish my run I would pull open the whistle and let out a blast as we came round the curve. I would look up to a small hill where there stood a little white cottage, and there would be a little old man and a little standing in the doorway. I would lean out of the cab window and we would wave at each other. And as my engine would go shooting into a tunnel the old couple would turn and go back inside and the little old woman would say to the little old man,

‘ Thank God, father Bennie is safe home tonight.’

But at last the day came when we took mother out and laid her away. Then each night as I came around the curve and blew the whistle the little old man would be at the door. I would wave to him and he would wave to me. Then as my train shot through the tunnel he would turn and go slowly back into the cottage and say,

‘ Thank God, Bennie is safe home tonight.’  By and by the time came when we carried father out, too. Now men, when I finish my run, although I pull open the whistle and let out a blast, there are no dear ones to welcome me home. But when my work on earth is done, when the last run has been made and I have pulled the throttle and the whistle for the last time, as I draw near Heaven's gate, I know I shall see that same little old couple waiting there for me. And as I go sweeping through the gate I will see my dear old mother turn to my dear old father and hear her say, ‘ Thank God, father, Bennie is safe home at last.’  My .... what a day its going to be ! Listen Heaven (a) (b) (c)

(d) Heaven Questions our Earthly Service:

Heaven challenges our MINISTRY: especially to the lost. You see when we focus on Heaven it causes us to consider the eternal destinies of people more carefully !
Heaven and Hell increase the burden to reach the lost with the Gospel. My .... the bottom line is this, we must take as many people to Heaven with us as possible ! Are you allowing the reality of Heaven to energise you to reach souls for Christ ?
Heaven challenges our GENEROSITY: For the more we live for Heaven, the more we'll invest our resources there. Do you recall what the Saviour said, “ Lay not up for ourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal, But lay for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” ( Matt 6:19-20 ) Heaven calls us to be rich toward God and not stockpile goods here on the earth ! My .... how's your giving ? Where is your focus ?
Heaven challenges our URGENCY: My ....does Heaven not remind us of the shortness of time ? We have only so much time to serve Christ. Robert Murray McCheyne was a great man of God, and he lived for only thirty years. However, he accomplished more for the Lord in his short life than most of us do. He had a watch which had inscribed on it these words “ the night cometh.” My …. what we must do for Christ, we must do now ! 

( Jn 9:4 ) For Heaven and eternity await us sooner than we think ! My .... here is why we have been focusing on Heaven ! Heaven (a) (b) (c) (d) and,

(e) Heaven Multiplies our Present Joy:

Do you know something ? The happiest Christians are those who focus on Heaven ! The psalmist says, “ In Thy presence is fullness of joy, at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” ( Ps 16:11 ) Joy is to be found in Heaven now by anticipation, and later by realisation ! My .... do you want to experience deep 

joy ? Then set your heart on Heaven ! Now last week we began looking at ( Ch 22 ) and we saw (1) My .... Heaven is the most Perfect Place we'll ever experience !

But John not only talks about (1) he speaks of,
(2) THE PERSON IN HEAVEN

My .... the Central Person of the Book of Revelation is not John but the Lord Jesus. And have we not see the Saviour time and again in this wonderful book ? For this book is pre-eminently the Revelation of Christ ! But listen, Christ is not only the centrepiece of the Book, Christ is the centrepiece of Heaven. All Heaven revolves around Him ! ( 5:6 )  Someone has said,

The Light of Heaven is the Face of Jesus

The Joy of Heaven is the Presence of Jesus

The Melody of Heaven is the name of Jesus

The Harmony of Heaven is the Praise of Jesus

The Theme of Heaven is the Work of Jesus

The Employment of Heaven is the Service of Jesus

The Fullness of Heaven is Jesus Himself !

Samuel Rutherford said “ I would rather have Christ without Heaven, than Heaven without Christ.” Fortunately, the option is impossible, for Christ is Heaven, and Heaven is Christ ! I want you to note that this Person in Heaven:,
(a) IS DESCRIBED FOR US:

Look at the titles that are given to Him in this chapter.

1. Can you see HIS HUMANITY !

( 22:16 ) “ I Jesus,” This was His earthly name ! 

( Lk 1:31 ) Now there is a growing tendency today to address the Lord as “ Jesus.” But my .... respect and deepest reverence are due to Him. To His disciples He said, “ Ye call me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am.” ( Jn 13:13 )

2. Can you see HIS ETERNALITY ! 

( 22:16 ) “ I am the root of David.” For He who came after David as the offspring of David was also before David as the root !

3. Can you see HIS ROYALTY ! 

( 22:16 ) “ I am the offspring of David.” Do you recall the question of the wise men, “ Where is He that is born King of the Jews ?”

4. Can you see HIS IMMUTABILITY ! 

Look if you will at ( 22:13 ) By saying, “ I am the first,” Christ lays claim to eternal pre-existence. By saying, “ I am the last,” He is eternally immutable. He is the same 

“ yesterday today and forever.” 

5. Can you see HIS RELIABILITY ! 

( 22:16 ) The “ morning star,” announces dawns soon arrival and there is nothing as sure as the morning star ! One of these days the clouds will burst and the Saviour will come for His church as “ the morning star.”  My .... do you need to take a fresh look at your Saviour this .... ?

Do you need to turn “ your eyes on Jesus .... face.” (a)

(b) IS DISCLOSED TO US:

Now we see Him by faith, one day we shall see Him by sight ! 

1. WE SHALL BEHOLD HIM ! 

“ And they shall see His face,” ( 22:4 ) Is this not the crowning joy of Heaven ? Theologians call this “ the beatific vision.” In Heaven, we will actually see the glorified Christ ! Presently we walk by faith, and God is veiled to our mortal eyes. Peter says, “ Whom having not seen ye love.” ( 1 Pet 1:8 ) R.C. Sproul has said, “ There is no more difficult problem that attends the life of faith than that we are called to serve and worship God who is utterly invisible to us. As long as we are tainted by sin, we cannot see God. Presently, we cannot look upon a holy God and live.” My .... God is now invisible to us. God said to Moses, “ There shall no man see Me and live.” ( Exod 33:20 ) Do you recall what Paul says about the Lord ? “ Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto.” ( 1 Tim 6:16 ) Likewise John said, “ No man hath seen God at any time.” ( 1 Jn 4:12 ) But in Heaven we will see our God ! 

This was certainly Job's hope for he says “ though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.” ( Job 19:26-27 ) This was certainly the psalmist's hope for David wrote, “ As for me I will behold Thy face in righteousness.” ( Ps 17:15 Matt 5:8 1 Cor 13:12 ) Specifically, what we will see ? For God is Spirit .... He has no body parts. As an Incorporeal Being, God will manifest His Glory to us as bright light, but we will actually see the Glorified Christ ! John says, “ We shall see Him as He is.” ( 1 Jn 3:2 ) We will see Him .... personally, intimately, directly, forever ! “ Face to face,”

2. WE SHALL BELONG TO HIM: 

( 22:4 ) Do you know what that indicates ? Ownership ! My .... we belong to Him now, we will belong to Him then, we shall belong to Him forever ! “ His for ever only His .…,” But here's the question: Are you ready for heaven ? Are you prepared to go to Heaven ? Where do you stand spiritually ? Look at the closing verses of Revelation and notice,

(3) THE PREPARATION FOR HEAVEN

You see Heaven is more than an a Destination it is a Motivation. Here John gives us five keys to prepare us to live with God forever !  What are these five key 

elements ? Well he tells us we're to have:

(a) AN EXPECTANT ATTITUDE:

Are you eagerly looking for the second coming of the Lord Jesus ? Look at ( 22:6-7) Christ Himself says, 

“ Behold I come quickly,” and these words of our Lord are in the present tense .... not the future tense. Christ is saying, “ I am coming now,” Not “ I will be coming later.”  Now if we believe that Jesus Christ is coming back today .... quickly, imminently, shortly, it will effect the way we live our lives ! How ? For one thing we will obey God's Word ! ( 22:7 ) Incidentally that it is the sixth of seven beatitudes in this book. ( 22:14 1:3 14:13 16:15 19:9 20:6 ) But it is the believer who obeys the Word of God that is ready for Heaven ! Its not the one who has spiritual “ goose pimples,” about Heaven. Its not the person who sheds crocodile tears over the truths of Revelation. Its  not the person who shouts the loudest or jumps the highest about the Second Coming. But the Christian who obeys God's Word ! Do you know something ? God inspired Revelation for one purpose, to reveal the glory of His Son and call believers to live godly, obedient lives in the light of His soon return. The purpose of this book is not to provide entertainment, but to provide motivation for godly living. ( 1 Jn 3:3 ) (a)

I heard about a class at school that received word that the Principal was coming to inspect their room during the incoming week. The exact time of his visit, however was unknown. One little girl said to her classmate, 

“ Aren’t you going to clean up your desk ?” Her friend replied, “ Oh, I'll clean it up tomorrow.” “ But, what if,” the other little girl asked, “ he comes today ?”

 “ Well, I'll clean it up this afternoon.  But what if he comes this morning ?  Well, I'll clean it up after break. But what if he comes before break ?” The little girl thought for a moment and then said, “ I think I'd better clean up my desk now .... and keep it clean.” My .... that’s the way we need to be regarding the Second Coming of Christ and Heaven. We need to clean up our lives now and keep them clean ! Are there areas in your life that need to be cleaned up ? What have you put off getting ready for Christ's return ? (a)

(b) A WORSHIPFUL SPIRIT:

If we are to ready for Heaven, a spirit of worship must fill our hearts each and every day. Heaven must inflame our worship of Christ today ! Look at ( 22:8-9 ) After John heard this message from the angel, he responded with worship .... as we must .... but his worship was misdirected. Right activity, wrong direction ! Now the angelic messenger does not say, “ This is not the time for worship.” Nor does he say, “ Worship is an appropriate response to the visions of Heaven.” Rather he says, 

“ Keep on worshipping ! Just worship God.” The word for worship ( proskuneo ) means to kiss toward, to show affection toward, to bow down before a superior and give him the respect, reverence, awe and adoration due him. To worship God means to ascribe the greatness due His name from a heart of love that is humbled and bowed low before His throne. Tell me,  have these studies on Heaven caused you to love Christ more ? Have they caused you to worship Him more ? Have they caused you to adore Him more ? (a) (b)

(c) A BELIEVING HEART:

Our study of Heaven, should make us want to go there. And there is only one way to get to Heaven .... that’s through personal faith in Jesus Christ ! It seems that John turns from addressing believers ( 22:6-9 ) to addressing unbelievers ( 22:10-17 ) issuing one last call to them to believe in our Lord Jesus Christ ! Does 

( 22:11 ) suggest that God does not want men to repent ?

No ? That would be contrary to the message of this Book and of the Gospel itself ! My .... the truth is this that Christ's Coming will occur so quickly that men will have not have time to change their characters ! This decision to believe on Christ must be done now because  “ the time is at hand.” ( 22:10) “ Jesus is Coming .... the time is near.” Have you washed your robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ? ( 22:14 ) Have you decided “ Christ for me ?” Did you notice how John closes the Book, indeed how he closes the Bible ? The Lord says in ( 22:18-19 ) In other words we have to have:

(d) A SOBER MIND:

This does not mean that a person once saved can or will lose his salvation. Rather, this person will show his true colours by taking away from this Book and provide conclusive evidence that he was already lost ! My .... here is word of caution to each one of us. The truth we have looked at in the Book of Revelation is God's Inspired Word and it is a dangerous thing to tamper with the Word of God. God is serious about what He has said in His Word and so must we be. In ( 22:18 ) we are looking at Romanism for they add to the Book, in 

( 22:19 ) we are looking at Modernism for they take from the Book. My .... don't add to it, don't subtract from  it, believe it, obey it, prize it, teach it, live it ! Tell me: as a believer are you all packed up and ready for Heaven ? Do you believe that Christ is returning soon and that eternity is ready to break upon us ? Do you have:

(e) A CONFIDENT HOPE:

Christ says for the third time in these closing verses that He is coming immediately.  “ Surely I come quickly.”

( 22:20 ) The word “ quickly,” ( tachu ) means immediately, rapidly, imminently, swiftly. In other words, His coming is very, very, soon. He is already on the way. He is ready to burst upon the scene of human history right now. ( James 5:9 ) Are we living every moment of every day as if Christ were coming now ? That's how to be ready for Heaven ! Are you ready ?

Do you need to witness someone ? Do it now ! Do you need to be reconciled to someone ? Do it now ! Do you need pay your debts ? Do it now !

Are you ready for Heaven ? One thing is certain. We will behold Him. Actually, visually, personally ! Ills: William Monteague Dyke was stricken with blindness at the age of ten. Despite this handicap, this remarkable young man distinguished himself from his peers in more ways than one. William was a very intelligent, witty, and handsome young man who excelled in the classroom.

Because of his academic achievements he won a scholarship to a prestigious graduate school in England.

There William met the beautiful daughter of a British Admiral. A courtship soon began and flamed into a romance. Though having never seen her, William fell in love with inner beauty. The two became engaged.

Shortly, before the wedding, at the insistence of the Admiral, William agreed to submit to newly discovered eye surgery for his blindness ! With no assurance that the surgery would restore his sight, the doctors cut optic tissue and bandaged William's eyes. He was then confined to bed with his eyes tightly covered until the time of the wedding. Hoping against hope that the surgery would be a success, William wanted the first sight to be his bride's face coming down the isle ! After years of darkness, he requested that the gauze be from removed his eyes .... just when the bride made her way down the centre aisle ! As the ceremony began, William was escorted to the front of the church by his father, who served as his best man. His eyes were still fully bandaged. The dramatic moment was now here, and every eye in the church was on William.

The organ signalled for his Bride to come down the aisle, and as she proceed on the arm of her father, William's father began unwrapping the strips of gauze, still not knowing if the operation would be a success.

As his wife to be stood at the front of the church in all her glory, the last strip of gauze was unwrapped. And Williams eyelids opened. Light flooded into his heart.

Slowly, he focused ahead, and then looked intently into the radiant face of his precious bride .... for the very first time he could see. Tears burst from his now healed eyes. He beheld her beauty ! Overcome with emotion, he whispered, “ You are more beautiful than I ever imagined.” Let me assure you, we will experience a scene much like that one day in Heaven ! The Bible says, “ We shall see Him as He is.” ( 1 Jn 3:2 ) What a sight ! We will see Jesus Christ in all His sovereign glory. 

Like William Monteague Dyke, our blinded eyes will be opened and for the very first time we shall “ see His face.” ( 22:3 ) We will see His nail-pierced hands and feet. We will gaze upon His wounded side. We will understand more fully the great price He paid on the Cross for us. And we will surely say to Him, " Lord Jesus, you're more beautiful than I ever imagined You to be.” My .... can you imagine that day ? Heaven's Throne Room will be packed with the Redeemed from all the ages. The anticipation will be unequalled ! In that moment the sun will be extinguished. And Jesus Christ will walk onto the centre stage of all the universe. Then believers, young and old will behold Him in all His Glory ! Forever and ever ! There is nothing beyond!

This is Heavens crowning joy. “ The bride eyes not her garment.”

