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Reading: Revelation 22: 1-21

EXPLORING THE FUTURE

31. THE GLORY OF HEAVEN

Centuries ago, ancient mariners sailed the Mediterranean Sea, hugging the familiar coastline, following the chartered shores, never letting land out of sight. As they sailed westward, they were eventually confronted with a difficult decision. That dilemma was the Strait of Gibraltar. The Pillars of Hercules. The famous passage leading out into the vast Atlantic. On this side of those towering boulders was the Mediterranean Sea, chartered territory, known worlds, discovered lands. But beyond the Atlantic Ocean .... the unknown, the unexplored, the undiscovered, and the seemingly unending. It was one thing for these sailors to navigate the Mediterranean with land in full view. But it was something else entirely to venture through Gibraltar into the great Atlantic into the endless horizon with no land in sight.

As the frail ships passed through the Straits .... the massive Pillars of Hercules .... the ancient sailors would say, “ there is nothing beyond.” You see with this passage, the mariners were leaving the known world of the coastline and sailing into a vast, undiscovered world of the open sea. My .... this is what the apostle John is saying to us now, “ there is nothing beyond.” There is nothing beyond this description of the New Jerusalem but worlds unknown. With these last verses of the Book of Revelation, we are sailing out into the unknown world of eternity with no end in sight. We are leaving the shoreline of time and launching out into eternity future .... with all its vastness and immensity ! Now in these past few weeks we have been looking at the New Jerusalem beginning with ( Ch 21 )

We have noted the Descent of the city coming out of heaven like a bride adorned for her husband, ( 21:2 ) we have seen the Dimensions of the city .... 1,500 miles wide, long, and high. ( 21:9-17 ) we have taken a look at the Material of the city with costly stones, gates of pearl, walls of diamonds, streets of gold ( 21:18-21) but now in these opening verses of ( Ch 22 ) we see the Perfection of the city ! These verses reflect the Paradise like qualities of the New Jerusalem and bring the message of the Bible to completion ! 

Do you recall that in Genesis we see the first Paradise closed ? ( Gen 3:24) In Revelation we see the new Paradise opened. In Genesis we find the entrance of human sin. In Revelation we see the exclusion of human sin. In Genesis the curse was imposed. In Revelation the curse is removed. In Genesis access to the tree of life was disinherited. In Revelation access to the tree of life is reinherited. In Genesis we see the beginning of sorrow and death. In Revelation we see the end of sorrow and death. In Genesis man's dominion is broken. In Revelation we see man's dominion restored. In Genesis we see the evil triumph of Satan. In Revelation we see the ultimate triumph of the Lamb. In Genesis we see Paradise lost. In Revelation we see Paradise regained.  My .... Genesis is the foundation stone, but Revelation is the capstone ! What began in Genesis is now completed in Revelation. Genesis tells us how it all began, Revelation tells us how it all ends. And all that lies between is the unfolding plan of redemption !

Now our subject this .... is THE GLORY OF HEAVEN.

Actually, tonight’s study and next weeks study is really one study in two parts but for the sake of simplicity, and clarity and to prevent confusion with audio tapes I have broken this into two. I want you to notice in these opening verses

(1) THE PERFECTION OF HEAVEN 

My .... Heaven is a perfect place, created by a perfect God, indwelt by perfect people, who offer perfect worship to Him ! Heaven is the most perfect place we'll ever experience ! Now in ( 22:1-5) we move inside the city, the New Jerusalem, to discover that is like a beautiful garden, reminiscent of the Garden of Eden.

J. Vernon McGee says this, “ Up to this chapter, the New Jerusalem seems to be all mineral and no vegetable. Its appearance is as the dazzling display of a fabulous jewellery store, but there is no soft grass to sit upon, no green trees to enjoy, and no water to drink or food to eat. However, here introduced are the elements which add a rich softness to this city of elaborate beauty.” My .... this is (1) for notice that in this city there will be,

(a) PERFECT SATISFACTION:

John speaks about The RIVER of Life ( 22:1 ) Now various suggestions have been made as to what John intends ! This river has been interpreted to mean nations, ( 17:15 ) baptism, the cleansing influence by which nations are to be kept pure. But why can't we simply accept it for what the Word itself says ! Here is a crystal-clear stream gushing out of God's throne ( 3:21 ) and flowing down the middle of the street of gold .... the central thoroughfare in Heaven where everyone travels !

My .... is this not a literal river flowing through a literal city occupied by literal people in a literal place called Heaven ? This could well be the river of which the psalmist speaks when he says, “ There is a river the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God.”

( Ps 46:4 ) 

Such joy was available at the dawn of human history. Do you recall that in Eden, a beautiful river flowed in the garden, and divided into four streams, providing enrichment for all who drank. But the entrance of sin into the world soon dammed up its flow. ( Gen 2,6-10 )

In Heaven, this river of life will flow again, bringing God’s eternal blessing to His people. Stephen Lawson, says, “ here is a real river representing the inexhaustible grace of God forever flowing into our lives in Heaven. Here is the fullness of God’s undiminished goodness, unlimited blessing, and His unfathomable provisions pouring into our lives and flooding our hearts.”

In ancient Palestine, a river was always a welcome place of comfort, rest, refreshment, and sustenance. It meant cool water to dry mouths parched by the arid desert. Can you imagine the joy of a weary traveller in the hot wilderness who came upon a crystal-clear, cool river ? My .... this will be our constant delight in heaven after years of weary travelling in the wilderness of sin ! In this river is the quenching of all our hearts desires, the slaking of all our thirsts !

John speaks about The TREE of Life: ( 22:2 ) Some take this phrase “ the tree of life,” to be a collective term meaning many trees of life. For how could one tree be on both sides of the river ? ( Ezek 47:12 ) For others the picture is that the river flows down through the middle of the street, and the tree is large enough to span the river, so that the river is in the midst of the street, and the tree is on both sides of the river ! However that may be we are left here with one serious question and that is,

will there be sickness in heaven ? For ( 22:2 ) “ the leaves of the tree .... nations.” The word for “ healing,”

is an interesting word ( therapeian ) from which we get the English word therapeutic meaning health-giving !

My .... this healing does not mean there will be illness in the New Jerusalem. There will be no disease because there will be no sin. Rather it means that the tree of life will produce all sorts of blessedness .... fulfilment, satisfaction and enjoyment. The river and the tree tell us there will be (a) But notice there will be,

(b) PERFECT RESTORATION:

“ And there shall be no more curse.” ( 22:3 )  We will be free forever from the contamination of any sin ! Do you recall when the curse began ? ( Gen 3:14-19 ) I want you to see here that Satan has been cursed:
( Gen 3:14-15) Then, Women have been cursed: 

( Gen 3:16) In this judgment women experience pain in childbearing. Finally, men and the earth have been judged by God: ( Gen 3:17-19 ) The cursed earth will produce thorns and thistles. Work will be accompanied by pain and weariness. Life will end with death ! My .... do you see the effects of Adams sin ? But in the New Creation, the curse is removed ! Heaven will be free from the effects of all sin. No more Satan, no more sorrow, no more separation. No more hostility. No more disease and illness. Only peace and health, comfort and pleasure. My .... we have never known one moment like this .... but we will one day. In Heaven we will finally come out from under the staggering effects of Adam's original sin.

A Philadelphia law firm sent flowers to an associate in Baltimore upon the opening of his new offices. Through some mix-up, the ribbon that bedecked the flowers read “ Deepest Sympathy.” When the florist was informed of his mistake, he let out a cry of alarm, “ good gracious,” he exclaimed, “ then the flowers that went to the funeral said,  Congratulations on your new location.” My .... Heaven will be a wonderful new location. For there will be (a) (b)
(c) PERFECT ADMINISTRATION:

“ But the throne .... in it.” ( 22:3 ) Heaven will be governed, not by a democracy or monarchy, but by a theocracy .... the government of God. In Heaven, the throne of God the Father and Christ will be in the midst of it, signifying the completeness and universality of God's reign. They will reign without any competition.

No more will Satan, demons, evil men, tyrants, dictators, or self-serving politicians dominate the nations. God and Jesus Christ alone will rule. The psalmist says, “ The Lord sits as King forever.” ( Ps 29:10 ) And God's reign will be unending, unhindered, and unrivalled. But what will we do in heaven for all eternity ? Certainly, we shall praise the Lord but we shall also serve Him ! There will be,

(d) PERFECT OCCUPATION:

“ And His servants shall serve Him.” ( 22:3 ) Do you know what George Bernard Shaw said about heaven ? He said that Heaven is an “ inane, dull, useless, miserable place.” Have you ever pictured heaven as a boring place ? My .... you couldn't be more wrong. 

What is that causes boredom ? Selfishness ! The feeling of “ I want to be pandered to, I, I, I,” But in Heaven there will be no selfishness. There will be continual service. John uses the future tense meaning we

“ shall keep on serving Him forever and ever.” Notice here:

(1) THE NATURE OF THIS SERVICE:

What kind of service will this be ? Well, the word that John uses for serve ( lutreo ) here refers to the priestly service offered to God ! Do you recall that in ( Ch 1:6 ) John told us that we are a kingdom of priests, and what do priests do but serve God ? My .... as we seek to serve the Lord here on earth, we are constantly handicapped by sin and weariness, but all hindrances will be gone when we get to glory. There will be no burn-out in Heaven. No mid-life crisis. No retirement.

W. A. Criswell, the famous pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas, once said, “ I long to preach in Heaven, there will be no clocks there.” My ....we will just serve God forever and never feel any restraints.

We will never grow tired or mess up our assigned responsibilities !

Will we have access to the vast universe and be sent on special missions ? Will we be able to journey to the outer confines of God's universe in order to serve Him ?

Who knows ? God may give each of us our own solar system or galaxy to operate. After all, Adam was given dominion over the old creation on this earth ! Whatever this will be perfect service in a perfect environment. (1)

(2) THE PARTICIPANTS OF THIS SERVICE:

Look at ( 22:3 ) again “ And His servants shall serve Him.” How ? With glorified bodies, sinless hearts and perfect skills ! What will our bodies be like in Heaven ?

Well, writing to the Corinthians Paul provides some information of what the heavenly bodies of believers will be like. Lets turn to ( 1 Cor 15 ) Now remember that in Paul’s day there were those who denied the resurrection. In our day sceptics’ say when the body dies, that is all there is. Sceptics’ have gone through Heaven and told us there is no gold there, they have gone through Hell and told us there is no fire there. They have gone through Christ and told us there is no God there, they have gone through the grave and told there is no resurrection there. But my .... Christians will receive a new body.

“ How are the dead raised up ? And with what body do they come ?” ( 15:35 ) Sooner or later all of us will become interested in these questions. Some of us have lost ones and watched their bodies slowly decay. Others have lost friends through accidents and tragedies, their bodies being dismembered. What about their bodies ?

Will we ever see them again ? Well, here Paul assures us that believers will live after death and will have resurrection bodies ! We will not be disembodied spirits without bodily form. Well, what will our bodies be like in Heaven ? Well, Paul says we will have,

(a) INDIVIDUAL BODIES:

Look at ( 15:36-38 ) Lets imagine we have a seed in our hands. Now if we take that seed and bury it at the right depth, what will happen ? We know of course that the seed will die and that from its death will come a new plant .... life. The Lord Jesus taught this principle in 

( Jn 12:24 ) when He said, “ Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.” You see every plant during springtime is a testimony to the resurrection of the body which God has promised to the Christian. Look at 

( 15:42 ) Now listen if we sow lettuce seed, what comes up is lettuce, not turnip or something else ! The same is true with the resurrection of the body.

One of these days, my body will be deposited in the soil and decay, but in the resurrection I am going to come forth again in a recognizable state. You see when we get to Heaven we're not all going to be look-alike clones. We will retain our individual identity. My .... when the disciples saw the Lord Jesus after His resurrection they recognised Him and declared, “ We have seen the Lord.” ( Jn 20:19-25 ) Will we know each other in Heaven ? Of course we will !  C. H. Spurgeon once remarked, “ We knew one another on earth. Will we bigger fools in Heaven ?” Do you recall David's testimony concerning his dead child ? “ I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” ( 2 Sam 12:23 )
My .... in Heaven, we will retain our own personal identity and recognise one another ! For example, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah were immediately recognised by Peter, James and John !

( Matt 17:1) Yes, we will know one another in Heaven.

We will recognise the saints of all the ages, including our loved ones ! We will have fellowship with O.T. heroes of the faith men and women like Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Ruth, Esther, and with N.T. believers like Peter, Paul and John, as well as mighty men and women from church history and so on. Yes, there will be Reunion and Recognition. Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn-writer put it like this,

“ Know each other ! Blessed comfort !

   When this mortal life is o'er,

   We shall know our friends departed,

   Kindred spirits gone before:

   In our holy thrill of transport

   They will be the first to share

   First to bid us kindly welcome:

   We shall know each other there.”

(2) IMPERISHABLE BODIES:

Look at ( 15:42 ) Our present bodies are perishable and subject to deterioration, disease, death, and decay. My .... from the moment we are born, the aging process begins. With every passing day, we look more and more like a million dollars .... all grey and wrinkled ! But, one day, we receive an imperishable body .... one that is not subject to the downward spiral of decay. Our heavenly bodies will experience any sickness, decay, or deterioration because this “ mortal will have put on immortality.” ( 15:54 ) (1) (2)

(3) GLORIOUS BODIES:

Look at ( 15:43 ) Our present bodies are limited in their ability to glorify God. But in our new resurrection bodies, we will have the unlimited potential to honour God, for evil passions and sinful desires which clamour for satisfaction will be absent ! (1) (2) (3)

(4) POWERFUL BODIES:

Look at ( 15:43 ) How easily the strongest of us are cut down. We could hang over our bodies the notice, 

“ Fragile, handle with care.” But my .... just as weakness marks this body, so power will mark the new body. In these earthly bodies, we are subject to physical limitations. We want to serve God more, but we have to sleep. We want to pray and study the Bible, but we grow weary. But in Heaven, we will know no weariness, no breakdowns, heart attacks, exhaustion, we will boundless energy with which to serve God.

(5) SPIRITUAL BODIES:

For Paul says, “ It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” My .... a new body, perfectly adapted to the new heavenly environment will be given to us ! You see we could no more live in Heaven with our earthly body, than we could live under the ocean. We need a new body perfectly suited for our new heavenly surroundings and God is going to give us one.

Are you beginning to see what our bodies will be like in Heaven ? (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) and my ....

(6) CHRISTLIKE BODIES:

For Look at ( 1 Cor 15:45-49 ) My .... the prototype of the resurrection body is seen in the body of the Lord Jesus after He rose from the dead ! Think about Christ's resurrection body. He could walk through walls, 

( Jn 20:19 ) travel through space, ( Acts 1:9 ) mysteriously appear ( Lk 24:31 ) and suddenly disappear. He could talk, walk, sit, and eat. ( Lk 24:16 )  My .... there are many things that we don't know about the resurrection body but we know this that, “ we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall our vile body, that it may fashioned unto His glorious body.”

 ( Phil 3:21)
Isn’t that amazing ? His glorious body ! No more aching brows, no more swollen limbs, no more dim eyes. No more sickness, sorrow, pain ! “ We know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him.” Gipsy Smith when he was preaching in Dallas had a request from coloured pastors to come and preach at a meeting exclusively for coloured people ! They came in their thousands. There were plenty of hallelujahs and Amen’s. Suddenly an aged woman called on Gipsy Smith to ask a question. 

“ Gipsy Smith what colour are we going to be when we get to Heaven, white or black ?” Everyone was waiting for his answer, “ My dear sister, we are going to be just like Christ,” and a great amen rang out all over the building. My .... Its Perfect Occupation, for we shall serve Him with our glorified bodies ! My .... what a city this is going to be ! This is the Glory of Heaven 

(a) (b) (c) (d) look again,

(e) PERFECT ILLUMINATION:

Look at ( 22:5 ) You see there will be no more division of day and night. Eternity will be the dawning of a new day that will never die. We will have no need for lights, lamps, flashlights, or streetlights. No headlights, overhead lights or floodlights ! God will snuff out the sun. And the Glory of God and Christ will light up the universe. ( 21:23) Do you know what the R.C. system don't like about this verse ? There will be no candles there ! Hallelujah ! Has pagan, popish Rome not built a whole system around candles ? My .... are you beginning to see what a perfect place this is ? 

(f) PERFECT EXULTATION:

“ And they .... for ever and ever.” ( 22:5 ) Who are 

“ they,” ( plural ) who reign forever ? My .... it is a joint reign between God, the Lamb, and His servants ! As glorified saints we will reign eternally with God and Christ, world without end. God's people will reign under God, with God, and for God !  ( Gen 1:28 Ps 8:6 )

What honour ! What grace ! Now this is (1) 

“ Oh, think ! To step ashore and that shore Heaven

   To breathe new air, and that celestial air:

    To feel refreshed and know tis immortality,

   Oh, think ! To pass from storm and stress

    To one unbroken calm: to wake and find it glory,”

My .... what joy will be ours .... ten thousand times, ten thousand just to be in His presence. Do you recall what the psalmist says, “ In Thy presence is fullness of joy .... for evermore.” ( Ps 16:11 ) Surely the day we enter heaven will be the happiest day of our lives !

Dr. Robert Lee, the former pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee told this story from his childhood. One day he found himself at home on the farm with his mother. She was rocking on the front porch knitting, as young Robert sat at her feet.

“ Mamma,” he asked, “ what was the happiest day in your life ?” His mother thought for a while and then she said, “ Son, there was a terrible war between the states, the North against the South, brother against brother. Your grandfather, my Daddy went to war. There were no men around and my mother had to work alongside the other women in the field. Life was hard. Then the news came at my Daddy had been killed in the ear. I cannot tell you how dark that day was. When they told my mother she wept. All night long, I could hear her sobbing. We did the best to get along without Daddy, but it was tough to be so alone.

Then, one day we were sitting in the porch, and my mother looked down the old river road. And she said to me, ‘ Elizabeth, that man walking down the road so far away, he looks like your daddy.’  After a while as the figure got closer, she said, ‘ I declare, that man sure does remind me of your Daddy.’  Her daughter said to her, ‘ Now Mamma, you know that Daddy's dead.’

But then that man turned and cut across the cotton patch and started toward the house. My mother gathered up her skirt and began to run. She flew across the front yard as fast as she could. She recognised that the man was my daddy ! He had one arm missing. He embraced my mother with the other arm and they wept and they laughed and they danced.

‘ I ran as fast as my legs would let me. When  I got to them, I put my arms around my daddy's knee and rejoiced that my Daddy was home.’  ‘ Son,’ that mother said to Robert, ‘ I do believe that was the happiest day of my life.’ But my .... happy as that day was it will pale into insignificance when compared with the glorious moment when we will enter heaven and come face to face with our Lord Jesus Christ ! What joy will be ours.

We have loved Him though never seen Him, but one day we will see His nail-pierced hands, we will run before Him as He says, “ Welcome home, my child, enter into the joy I have prepared for you.” My .... that will be the happiest day of our lives. A little girl was listening once with keen interest to her mother’s reading of the Christmas story. When it was over, she relaxed and sat for a while quite still, as if in deep thought. Then she inquired, “ Mummy did the Baby Jesus liver happily ever after ?” Subsequent to Calvary Christ did, and in eternity He will live happily ever after with His redeemed people. As Dean Alford beautifully says,

“ Safe, safe to, land, 

The end is this

   And then with Him, go hand in hand

   Far into bliss.”

