Place: Lurgan Baptist 23:11:2004

Reading: Revelation 20:11-15

“ EXPLORING THE FUTURE,”

28. THE SINNER'S DAY IN GOD’S COURTHOUSE

An old war veteran lay dying. A gospel preacher came to see him and asked him the question, “ John are you afraid to die,”? The man raised himself up in the bed and said indignantly, “ Sir, I have faced death on many bloody battlefields and I was never afraid. I have faced death since then, and I was not scared. I am no coward. Why have you come to insult me in my dying hour ?” The preacher continued, “ but John are you prepared for what comes after death ?” The man sighed and said, “ Oh Sir, that is what frightens me. I am fearful of that which comes after death.” What about you ? Are you fearful of that which comes after death ? Because you face that without Christ ?

But what does come after death ? We live in an age in which men like to pry into the future. A lot of money is spent on fortune - tellers, consulting the horoscopes and listening to quack prophets. Yet God claims to be the only one able to foretell the future. He says,” “ I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times, the things that are not yet done.” ( Is 46:9-10 ) My .... we live today in the day of God's grace, but this day will eventually be replaced by the day of God's wrath. And the lost of all the ages will be summoned to the Great White Throne to face judgment at the hands of the Lord Jesus, the one they despised and rejected. This is what John is speaking about in ( Rev Ch 20 ) All that men will have dreamed for, all that men will have worked for, all that men will have sold their souls for will have turned to rust, dust, and corruption. The saved are with the Lord, and the unsaved are drawn from their graves to stand before God ! There will be no debate over their guilt or innocence. There will be a prosecutor, but no defender, an accuser but no advocate. There will be an utterly unsympathetic Judge and no jury, and there will be no appeal of the sentence He pronounces. The guilty will be punished eternally with no possibility of parole in a prison from which there is no escape.

This is The Great White Throne Judgement, this is The Sinners Day in God’s Courthouse. Now this word judgment needs to be clearly understood. You see there are many different forms of judgment. The Bible teaches that everyone will be judged, but not all at the same time, nor in the same way, nor for the same reason, nor with the same results.

(1) THERE IS THE JUDGMENT OF SIN:

This took place at the Cross. Two thousand years ago the Lord Jesus came from heavens glory to shed His precious blood for a world of sinners. The Bible says,

“ Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” ( Heb 9:26 ) And, “ Payment God cannot twice demand, Once at my bleeding Surety's hand, and then again at mine.” 
(2) THERE IS THE JUDGMENT OF SONS:

For as believers we are subject to our Heavenly Father's discipline and rule. “ For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” ( Heb 12:6 ) So there is a present judgment upon disobedient children of God and this is a divine chastening by our Father upon us as sons. 

( 1 Cor 11:30 ) (1) (2)

(3) THERE IS THE JUDGMENT OF SERVANTS:

And this judgment takes place at the Judgment Seat of Christ. “ For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ .…,” ( 2 Cor 5:10 ) And as W. A. Thompson says, “ This is a family affair and has nothing to do with anyone else.” So there is a time in the future when every believer will face God. (1) (2) (3)

(4) THERE IS THE JUDGMENT OF SUBJECTS:

This is the Judgment of the Living Nations, when 

“ before Him shall be gathered all nations.”

 ( Matt 25:32 ) Now the Judgment of sin took place at the cross, the Judgment of sons, takes place in our lives, the Judgment of servants will be in heaven or in the heavenlies, the Judgment of subjects, will take place on earth but there is another Judgment:

(5) THERE IS THE JUDGMENT OF SINNERS:

And this seemingly takes place in space ! For John says in ( 20:11) “ And I saw .... from whose face .…,”

Chronologically, John is taking us to an event that will take place after the millennial age is completed ! My .... Satan has persuaded mankind for centuries that there is no future punishment, no final accounting before God. That lie is now fully exposed ! Now we have divided this passage into four !

(1) THE SETTING DESCRIBED

With terrible strokes of the pen, John describes the scene. He says, “ And I saw .... them,” The scene is set in space, in eternity ! Will you notice here,

(a) THE AWFUL PLACE:

“ And I saw a great white throne .…,” ( 20:11 ) Do you recall that in ( 4:2 ) John beheld “ a throne was set in heaven .…,” with a description of the One sitting on the throne. From that moment on in the Book of the Revelation “ the throne,” is mentioned more than 30 times. In this verse, however it is a great white throne and is probably to be distinguished from any previously mentioned throne in the book ! Have you ever thought about the thrones in the NT ? Look at ( Heb 4:16 ) Now this is the Throne of SUPPLICATION for Saints ! The  throne of grace. Look at ( Heb 12:2 ) This is the Throne of EXALTATION for the SAVIOUR ! The throne of GOD ! In ( Matt 25:31 ) we read, “ When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory.” This will take place on earth and this is the 

Throne of GLORIFICATION for the King ! The throne of GLORY !

But the throne that we're looking at this .... is not the throne of Grace, nor the throne of God, nor the throne of Glory, my .... this is the throne of Gloom. This is the Throne of  CONDEMNATION for Sinners ! Sometimes I hear people pray, “ Grant me to stand before Thy great white throne.” Don't pray that prayer for me, for no child of God will be standing there. You see only the unsaved will stand will stand before this throne, the purpose and results being to determine degrees of punishment in hell ! (a)

(b) THE AWESOME PERSON:

“ And I saw .... Him that sat on it.” ( 20:11) Who is this person ? Who is the Judge on the bench ? Well, have a look at ( 20:12 ) “ before God.” This is God on the throne, to be more specific this is Christ Himself ! You say, how can you be so sure ? Well, listen to the testimony of Christ. In ( Jn 5:22 ) He says, “ For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” Listen to the testimony of Paul, “ God hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead.”

 ( Acts 17:31 ) Who is this person ? The Lord Jesus ! The “ throne,” speaks of the Sovereignty of Christ. This is the throne of the Omnipotent one ! “ White,” speaks of the Purity of Christ. This is the throne of the All Holy One ! “ Great,” speaks of the Majesty of Christ. This is the throne of the All Glorious One ! My .... there He will sit .... real, solid, living, omniscient, terrible to behold with eyes that flash like a flame of fire will and which will burn into the sinners conscience. What a scene (a) (b)

(c) THE AWKWARD POSITION:

“ From whose face .... them.” ( 20:11 ) Now what does that mean ? It certainly means for the sinner that when they come before this throne they will have nowhere to stand and nowhere to hide. You see everything stable, solid, familiar is gone. Every refuge, stone, and hiding place is vanished. In the Garden of Eden Adam tried to hide in the tree's of the Garden, but there will be no trees here to hide among. The old Negro spiritual says,

“ I went to the rock to hide my face, and the rock cried out, no hiding place.” My .... there won't even be a rock to go to. Just an appalling emptiness, a throne of dazzling white ! A Figure, A Face, A Fear ! Just the sinner and the Judge. Face to face with God !

But I think there is more than that in these significant words in ( 20:11 )  Is this not the final dissolution of all things as described in ( 2 Pet 3  ) ? Look at ( 21:1 ) Now Bible scholars are divided as to whether the old elements will be renewed or whether the old will be destroyed and a whole new creation ushered in and we'll be looking at that next week. The important thing for us to note is this, that this is the period of which Peter speaks when he says, “ For the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” ( 2 Pet 3:10 ) Now it seems that this very scene that Peter describes in his epistle, is that to which John is referring in ( 20:11) (1)

(2) THE SUMMONS DELIVERED

You see whenever there is a court, when there's going to be a judgment, the Judge sends out a summons to bring the defendant to the court ! At this point in the future, the Lord Jesus will summon all the dead for judgment ! Notice here:

(a) THE PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED:

“ And I saw the dead small and great stand before God.” ( 20:12 ) Now these are the same people who are mentioned in ( 20:5 ) and referred to as “ the rest of the dead .…,” Note that they stand ! So they too have resurrected bodies, as the saved, and they also are resurrected by the commanding word of Christ ! 

( Jn 5:28 ) Now in order to understand what John sees here when he says, “ I saw the dead .... stand before God.” ( 20:12 ) we need to touch briefly again on the program of resurrection ! Look with me for a moment at ( Jn 5:27-29 ) Now when Christ says, “ All that are in the graves shall hear His voice,” He is speaking of the Universality of resurrection !  There is no individual who has ever lived and breathed who will not be brought to physical resurrection. Saved and unsaved alike will all be resurrected ! Look at ( Jn 5:29 ) Now please note that Christ is not telling us when men will come forth unto the resurrection of life and unto the resurrection of damnation. He is not teaching us the TIME of the Resurrections, He is only teaching us the FACT of Resurrection.

And the fact is there are TWO KINDS of Resurrection.

There is the resurrection unto life and there is the resurrection unto damnation. This is referred to as the FIRST Resurrection and the SECOND Resurrection !

Now do you recall that the last time we looked at 

( Rev 20  ) we noted that the first Resurrection has at least three parts to it ! The initial stage is a reference to Christ. ( 1 Cor 15:20 ) the second stage refers to the Church, ( 1 Cor 15:23 ) and the third stage refers to the  Tribulation Saints. ( 20:4 ) Now the first Resurrection, or the Resurrection unto life will be completed at the time of the Second Advent of Christ back to the earth !

My .... when Jesus Christ comes back to set His feet on the Mount of Olives to reign during the Millennium, there will not be one body of a believer from the time of Adam until that time left in the grave ! Every believer will have been resurrected. Who then is left to be resurrected at the Great White Throne ? Unbelievers !

So when John says, “ I saw the dead small and great,” he is referring to the wicked dead from the time of Adam to the time of the Millennium. The lost of all the ages will be gathered. “ The dead small and great,” it means the up and out as well as the down and out. It means the big shot and the little shot. Little men and women whose lives were filled with pettiness, selfishness, and nasty little sins will be there. The great will be there, men who sinned with a high hand. Joseph Stalin who ruled the Soviet Union for 25 terror-filled years. He'll be there. Hitler will be there. My .... the question is, will you be there ? (a)

(b) THE PLACES FROM WHICH THEY ARE CALLED:

Look at ( 20:13 ) From where will these dead come ? Death will give up the bodies, and hell ( or hades ) the intermediate state, in which the unsaved suffer prior to the judgment of the Great White Throne will give up the spirits. There will even be a resurrection of bodies from the sea, for no sinner will escape. Forth from their tombs will they come. Naked bodies reunited with naked souls, people face to face at last with the day of judgment. I tell you, their philosophies and bravado will be gone. People who said, “ there is no God,” “ death ends all,” “ there is no judgment,” “ God is too loving to send anyone to hell.” Out from their graves they will come, the lost of all the ages summoned to stand before God. But look at:

(c) THE POWER BY WHICH THEY ARE CALLED:

“ And death and hell .... in them,” ( 20:13 ) My .... God Almighty will not have to go through some court to get extradition papers on sinners, for when God gives the summons, they're coming for there is no hiding place from God ! No one will be able to get out of this judgment by committing suicide, or running away, or disguising himself ! God will bring every man to justice. My .... unsaved friend if when you die, your body is cremated and your ashes spread to the four corners of the earth, God would be there to bring you to judgment. “ And death and hell .... every man.”  Oh, there's no escape for the sinner. They are going to be judged. 1, 2,

(3) THE SECRETS DISPLAYED

Look at ( 20:12 ) What does this mean ? It means God is keeping a record ! Psychologists are telling us that nothing that anyone sees, says, does, or thinks, is ever lost but leaves its record on the subconscious mind, awaiting the appropriate trigger to recall it to the conscious mind. People saved from drowning have frequently testified to the fact that, in their last moments, the whole of their life has flashed back. One thing is sure. God keeps records. It is all written down !

God keeps books. Did you notice the distinction that John makes between “ the books,” “ and another book.” Notice first of all:

(a) THE BOOKS:

Look at ( 20:12-13 ) Now when we put ( 20:12-13 ) together we find that a record is being kept of the works of sinful man so that there is recorded an accurate and detailed account of the life of the unsaved man. Your record and mine was contained there in those books until it was purged by the blood of Christ ! Aren't you glad that God is faithful bookkeeper and would never forget to make an entry ? My .... there is not one person who has ever trusted Christ as Saviour, who will find that God had forgotten to blot out his record and make it clean ! But John is not speaking here about the records of those who have been cleared for they have no part in this judgment whatsoever ! He is speaking here of the unsaved who stand before God to have the books opened.

And as one peers into the record that is written there, he finds every detail of his life recorded, with all of the sin, and iniquity and ungodliness of his life written in those pages. My unsaved .... everything you do God records, every thought you have: every word you utter. The Bible says, “ God shall bring every work into judgment.”

( Eccl 12:14 ) “ God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” ( Rom 2:16 ) Do you know what that means ? It means things that no-one else knows God has recorded and those secrets that have been repressed will be expressed because they have been recorded. I heard about a man who went into a bank, wrote a note and passed it to the cashier. It said, “ this is a robbery put all your money into this bag.” She wrote back saying, “ straighten your tie, stupid they're taking your picture.” My .... God's candid camera is rolling away, God's tape recorder is playing, Gods stenographer is writing and sinner you're making books ! And one day its all going to be revealed. ( Lk 11:2-3 ) Do you recall the warning of the Saviour, “ every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an account thereof in the day of judgment.” ( Matt 12:36 ) Do you notice 

( 20:13 ) ? “ They were judged according to their works.” Does that mean that a person can do good works sufficient to enter heaven ? No ! Some folk think that God will add up all the good and bad in a persons life and if the bad outweighs the good they're lost but if the good outweighs the bad they're saved ! But its not like that !

My .... we are saved or lost by what we do with Jesus Christ ! Why then does it say, “ they were judged every man according to their works.” To determine the degree of punishment they will endure in hell. 

( Matt 11:20-24 ) You see, all who will stand at The Great White Throne, will be cast into hell, their personal rejection of Christ has already determined their destiny, but Christ is a righteous judge and each lost sinner will receive what is due him and no-one will be able to argue with the judge or question His decision. But notice not only (a)

(b) THE BOOK:

“ and another book was opened .…,” ( 20:12 ) Look at

( 20:15 ) This books imagery corresponds to the registry of citizens kept by ancient cities, it contains the names of all those whose “ citizenship is in heaven,” 

( Phil 3:20 ) Do you know something ? That Book of Life is there as a safety check. For when a sinner stands before God and the books are opened, there is the undeniable records of his sins, of his unrighteousness. The record stands. But then, as though to show that no error has been made, God will take the Book of Life and will go through its pages to see if that man's name had been inscribed there ! The man's name is not there. The sentence stands. “ And whosoever .…,” ( 20:15 ) This Book will contain the names of all those who from the beginning of time to the end, have been saved through faith in Christ ! Only true believers are recorded there. ( Lk 10:20 ) My .... is your name written there ? That is the only thing that counts ! What a day this is going to be. (1) (2) (3)

(4) THE SENTENCE DETERMINED

Look at the closing verse of the chapter, “ And whosoever .... lake of fire.” ( 20:15 ) My .... do you see:

(a) HOW SURE THIS IS:

“ And they were judged .... and whosoever .... fire.” There are no ifs, ands, or buts about justice. My unsaved .... you will not be able to bribe the judge. You'll not be able to get some fancy lawyer to get you off. You're coming to judgment ! (a)

(b) HOW SEVERE THIS IS:

“ And whosoever .... cast into the lake of fire.” 

( 20:15 ) The word here is ( Gehenna ) which is the New Testament word for the valley of Ben-hinnom, also called Topheth ( 2 Kings 23:10 Is 30:33 Jer 7:31-32 19:6 ) located southwest of Jerusalem. In Old Testament times, idolatrous Israelites burned their children in the fire as sacrifices to false gods. ( Jer 19:2-6 ) In Christ’s day it was the site of Jerusalem’s garbage dump. The fires kept constantly burning there gave off foul-smelling smoke, and the dump was invested with maggots. My …. what a place the lake of fire is. A place of never ending torment and ever burning fire. There is not one shred of mercy, grace, forgiveness here You say, “ that’s very severe.” No its not. If you want grace, mercy, forgiveness, salvation you may have it, but you may have it now. 

“ Behold now .…,” ( 2 Cor 6:2) My .... will you please notice that those who are cast into the lake of fire are not thereby annihilated ! The beast and the false prophet are still alive and still tormented a thousand years after they are cast into it. ( 19:20 20:10 ) Oh, how awful it will be to be tormented in the flames forever ! (a) (b)

(c) HOW SAD THIS IS:

“ and whosoever was not found written in the book of life.” ( 20:15) It means that your name could have been there but you rejected the Saviour ! My .... if you reject Jesus Christ as your Saviour, the record of your unrighteousness stands. If you reject Him, He must reject you. Which will it be ? Life or death ? Heaven or Hell ? Today Christ wants to be your Saviour. Tomorrow He may be your Judge !

My Christian .... are you not glad that you are saved ?

Are you not thankful this .... that you'll never come to The Great White Throne Judgment ? And yet .... you and I are responsible for rescuing as many as we can from having to appear at this Great White Throne !

Tell me, in the light of this Judgment Day do you have a concern for souls ? Are you rescuing the perishing ?

Do you really care for the dying ? Are you telling them of Jesus the mighty to Save ?  Many years ago Charles Peace, one of the greatest of criminals was brought to justice. A burglar, forger, and double murderer he was condemned to death. As he was being led to the scaffold, the chaplain walked by his side offering what we might call, “ the consolations of religion.” As the chaplain spoke of Christ’s power to save, the wretched man turned to him and said, “ Do you believe it ? Do you believe it ? If I believed that I would willingly crawl across England on broken glass to tell men it was true.” Thank God, it is true, but if the measure of our belief in its truth were the efforts we are making for the salvation of souls, I am afraid our belief could not be described as vital. General Booth once said that he would like to send all his candidates to hell for 24 hours as the chief part of their training. Why ? Because it is not until we have a vital conviction of the irrevocable doom of the lost, that our belief will crystallise into action.

“ Oh, for a passionate for souls

   Oh, for a pity that yearns

   Oh, for a love that loves unto death

    Oh, for a fire that burns.”

