Place: Lurgan Baptist 9:11:2004

Reading: Revelation 19:11-21

“ EXPLORING THE FUTURE,”

26.  THE KING IS COMING !

During World War 2 General Douglas Mac Arthur Commander of the American forces in the far East established his headquarters in the Philippines. At a time of crisis he was ordered by the United States Government to withdraw his army from the Philippines. Knowing such probable tragic consequences to the Philippine nation such action, he was very reluctant to do this, for during those dark days his presence and inspiring leadership had been deeply appreciated by the Filipinos. They had great confidence in him, as a man of his word. But as he was leaving he gave them this assurance, “ I shall return.” These three words from a man of undoubted honour whom they trusted implicitly afforded desperately needed hope of ultimate deliverance to the beleaguered nation, a hope that later was fully realized. For Mac Arthur did return.

Before His withdrawal from this world, the Lord Jesus registered a similar resolve. “ I will come again.”

 ( Jn 14:3 ) The greatest day in history occurred during an April Sunday morning some 2,000 years ago , when the Crucified Saviour rose from the dead. But my .... God is preparing an equally great, grand, and glorious day in the future and that event is Christ's Return to planet earth. The King is Coming !

Now please keep in mind that the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus will take place in two stages. In essence the Rapture will introduce the Great Tribulation while the Second Coming will conclude it. At the Rapture Christ comes in the air. ( 1 Thes 4:16 ) At the Second advent Christ comes to the earth. ( Zech 14:4 ) The Rapture will be Aerial, the Second Coming will be Earthly. At the Rapture, the Mount of Olives will remain intact, at the Second Coming, it will be split open ( Zech 14:4 ) At the Rapture, believers will be transformed ( 1 Cor 15:52) At the Second Coming, no-one will be transformed. At the Rapture, Christ Comes for His saints. At the Second Coming, Christ comes with His saints. ( 1 Thes 3:13 Jude 14)

Christ's Coming for His saints is never said to be preceded by Signs in the heavens, but Christ's Coming with His saints will be preceded by some definite signs. 

( Matt 24:29-30 ) The Rapture is presented as a time of blessing. ( 1 Thes 4:18 ) The Second Coming is presented as a time of Judgement ( 2 Thes 1:8-12 ) The Rapture seems to involve the church primarily

( 1Cor 15:51) The Second Coming seems to involve Israel and the Gentile Nations ( Matt 24:1 25:46 ) Scripturally speaking  the “ Come up hither,” ( Rev 4:1 ) is the Rapture, but the Appearance of the White Horse Rider and His armies in ( Rev 19:11 ) is the Revelation of the Lord Jesus. So its important to distinguish between the two stages or phases in the Return of the Lord Jesus. You see Marriage imagery and Martial imagery don't fit into the same picture. 

Now in the Rapture the picture is that of a Wedding, but in the Revelation the picture is that of a War ! In the Rapture the thought is that of Love, in the Revelation the thought is that of War. Now its this later phase of the Lord's Return that we are concerned with. In 

( Rev Ch 19 ) two feasts are brought before us. The Glory Feast in ( 19:1-10 ) and then The Gory Feast 

 ( 19:11-21 ) In the Glory Feast, we are introduced to a Bride, in the Gory Feast, we are introduced to a Battle.  ! My .... THE KING IS COMING and there are three aspects of His Coming that I want to touch upon this ... !

(1) THE RETURN OF THE KING

The King is Coming ! Of this the Bible plainly and positively and repeatedly assures us. When John was writing the Book of Revelation Rome was in power. And many a time there were Roman triumphal processions. What would happen was this. When a General returned from a successful campaign, he and his legions were granted the right to parade up the Via Sacra, the main street of Rome that led from the Forum to the Temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill. Mounted on a white horse, the General rode at the head of his troops, followed by the wagonloads of booty that he had taken from the conquered nation, and by the chained captives that were to be executed or sold in the slave markets of the city. The chief captives or rebels were remanded to the Mamertine Prison, where they were usually executed, while sacrifices of thanksgiving were offered in the temple.

My .... what a day it will be when the King comes back. The first time, He came for a Crucifixion. The second time He will come for a Coronation. The first time He stood before Pilate. The second time Pilate will stand before Him. The first time He came as a servant, the second time He will come as sovereign. (1) Now the return of the Lord Jesus is:

(a) AFFIRMED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:

Let me just give two passages to prove the point.

The first is found in ( Joel 3:9-17 ) The second passage is found in ( Zech 14:1-9 ) Some time ago Israelis were trying to dig a channel or build a pipeline to bring water from the Mediterranean to the desert. The Lord will accomplish that when He returns, and the desert will then blossom like a rose. ( Is 35:1 ) You see the former sea here is the Dead Sea, and the hinder sea is the Mediterranean. And as the Saviour's feet touch down on the Mount of Olives, the Mount will split in two and a massive waterway extending East and West, from the  Mediterranean to the Dead Sea will be opened. Now archaeologists surveying the terrain on which Jerusalem stands have stated that in that immediate vicinity there is what geologists call “ a fault,” a dislocation of strata or veins near the earth's surface, in which such a cleavage as that of which the Word of God speaks could occur.

However, that may be here are passages that clearly affirm the Coming of the King ! (a) But His Coming:

(b) CONFIRMED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:

Two passages again will seek to establish the point ! Look at ( Matt 24:27-31) This passage reveals that Christ will come Visibly, and will become the object of attention. Listen to what Enoch says: “ Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly committed and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 

( Jude 14-15 ) You see God revealed to Enoch that in the unfolding of the ages Christ would come with His saints to execute judgment on an ungodly world ! (1) Now this brings us to ( Rev 19:11) where we have one of the most graphic pictures of the Second Coming of Christ to be found anywhere in Scripture. This is:

(2) THE REVELATION OF THE KING

My .... the Return of the Redeemer to planet earth will be no hole in the corner affair. It will have world-wide publicity. “ Every eye shall see Him.” ( 1:7 ) Six hundred million are reported to have watched Neil Armstrong alight on the Moon, but not every eye. Now two triumphal entries of the Lord Jesus into Jerusalem are pictured in the NT The first time He rode into the Holy City on “ a colt the foal of an ass.” ( Matt 21:5 ) But as John Bengel neatly puts it, “ He shall use the horse one day.” “ His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east.” ( Zech 14:4) “ The Redeemer shall come to Zion.” ( Is 59:20 ) To the very locality from which our Lord ascended He will come back at the Advent. Walter Scott reminds us, “ Olivet was the last spot on earth trodden by our Blessed Lord and is the first on which He stands at His Return.”

Now notice how John puts it in ( 19:11 ) “ And I saw heaven opened .…,”  John sees “ Heaven opened,” for His Descent ! Now in ( 4:1 ) a Door was opened in Heaven, but here Heaven is opened. In ( 4:1 ) Heaven opens to let John in, but here heaven opens to let Jesus out. Now these two openings in ( 4:1 and 19:11 ) present the pivotal points of the Book ! They mark the clear distinction between Christ's Coming for His saints and His coming with His saints. You see ( 4:1 ) reveals the Rapture while  ( 19:1 ) unfolds the Revelation.

All who enter Heaven through the Door in ( 4:1 ) will come again with Christ when Heaven is opened in 

( 19:11 ) Now there is brought before us in these verses a wonderful Revelation of the Coming King.

(a) THE GLORY OF CHRIST'S PERSON:

The Lord Jesus is seen here as the Rider on a White horse.  The horse, like the crowns ( 19:12 ) the sharp sword ( 19:15 ) the rod of iron ( 19:15 ) and the wine press ( 19:15 ) is symbolic. Christ’s coming is reality. The symbolic language represents various aspects of that reality …. Christ’s victory over his enemies, His sovereign rule, and His judgement of sinners. Now do you recall the rider on the white horse in ( Ch 6 ) ? That was the Antichrist and of him we read that “ he went forth conquering, and to conquer.” ( 6:2 ) In contrast to the pseudo ruler of the world, Christ is presented here as the true ruler. Now the titles that are given here to the Lord Jesus are in keeping with the Divine Judgment that follows. Every nation which takes up arms against its neighbours seizes on some pretext to convince its people and the world that it has a righteous cause. But my .... here is One who truly claims that in righteousness He judges and makes war. He, who for long centuries has endured patiently the scoffing, the insults, the bad manners of men, He who for ages has contemplated Calvary and all that it displayed of human hatred, He who through the years has made peace through the blood of that Cross, now makes war over that Blood ! Look at the Lord's Person and note:

(1) THE INTEGRITY OF CHRIST:

“ And He that .... called faithful and true.” ( 19:11 ) Do you see how Christ stands in sharp contrast to the beast who was unfaithful ( he broke the covenant with Israel ) and false ( he ruled by deception and idolatry ) ? Now here is something that suffering saints need to be reminded of. “ God is faithful.” ( 1 Cor 1:9 ) Are you passing through different trials ? Maybe you're standing at Wits End Corner this .... ? Well, God is Faithful. God will not fail you because His promises are true. (1)

(2) THE SCRUTINY OF CHRIST:

“ His eyes were as a flame of fire.” ( 19:12 1:14 2:18 ) Does this not symbolize His searching judgment that sees all. His eyes reminds us of His Omniscience, eyes that pierce and penetrate from which no secret can be hidden. My .... there are no details in the life of this church or your heart with which He is not perfectly acquainted ! Look at:

(3) THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST:

“ And on His head were many crowns,” ( 19:12 ) Diadems would perhaps be a better word. ( 4:4 4:10 )

Do you recall how many crowns the dragon had upon his heads ? Seven ! ( 12:3 ) Do you recall how many crowns the beast had upon his horns ? Ten ! ( 13:1 )

But on the head of the Lord Jesus rests many diadems for He has absolute and supreme authority !

(4) THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST:

“ And He had a name written, that no man knew but He Himself.” ( 19:12 ) There were always mysteries connected with God's Son, even when He was here as the Revealer of God. Even His most intimate friends cried out, “ What manner of man is this ?” How much more awesome will be the mysteries that surround Him when He reappears with a name that no-one can know. My .... are you beginning to get a glimpse of the Glory of His Person ? Can you see (1) (2) (3) (4) Look at:

(5) THE VICTORY OF CHRIST:

“ And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood.”

( 19:13 ) And this blood that stains His garment is not the blood of atonement, it is the blood of God's vengeance. You see many Bible scholars believe that the faithful Jews of the last days will flee to the city of Petra, south of the Dead Sea .... a strangely beautiful city hewn out of the rock of the earth, and a city that is presently an attraction for tourists and archaeologists in the Holy Land. Look for a moment at ( Is 63:1-4 34:6 )

Could it be that after touching down on the Mount of Olives, Christ proceeds to Petra and Bozrah, two chief cities in Edom to gather the hiding Israelite remnant ?

Then accompanied by the holy angels, the church, and the remnant Christ marches toward Armageddon ? One thing is absolutely sure. His Victory is guaranteed !

(6) THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST:

“ And His name is called the Word of God.” ( 19:13)

I tell you He has got a ministry far different from that which was His when he came as the Word made flesh full of grace and truth. His ministry now is one of battle and blood. He is Heaven's minister for war and His name is called the Word of God ! Look finally and note:

(7) THE SOVEREIGNTY OF CHRIST:

Look at ( 19:16 ) Pilate's title of contempt came close to the mark, “ This is Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.” ( Matt 27:37) But this new title emblazoned on His thigh ( the place of power Ps 45:3 ) stretches further than that for He is not merely King of the Jews, He is King of the world. It speaks of the Sovereignty of Christ for all Kings and Lords must submit to Him and there is day coming “ when every knee shall bow.” ( Phil 2:11) This is (a) But have a look at:

(b) THE GLORY OF CHRIST'S PEOPLE:

( 19:14 ) This army is apparently composed of saints since the clothing is the same as in ( 19:8 ) Certainly the angels are part of this army ( Matt 25:31 2 Thes 1:7 ) but so are the saints ( 1 Thes 3:13 2 Thes 1:7 ) Some people wonder where the Church will be while all these things are happening. I believe the church will be Raptured before the Tribulation begins. ( 1 Thes 1:10 ) Believers will be participating in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Does that mean they won't get to see Christ's Return ? No ! My .... the church is going to have a front row seat. Listen to the testimony of Zechariah: “ The Lord my God shall come and all the saints with Thee.”

( Zech 14:5 ) Listen to the testimony of Paul, “ When Christ who is our life shall appear then shall ye also appear with Him in Glory.” ( Col 3:4 ) What a magnificent army this is. Each of us will have our own robe and each of us will have our own white horse and we will be there, only we will be coming down with Christ not on the earth looking up at Christ !

(c) THE GLORY OF CHRIST'S POWER:

Look at ( 19:15 1:16 ) The sharp sword I take to mean the Word of God ( Eph 6:17 Heb 4:12 ) In ( Gen 1 ) He had only to speak and life in many forms arose vibrant from the dust. Now listen this battle will be won by a Word. Do you recall on the night of His arrest in Gethsemane, in response to His demand, “ Whom seek ye ?” that band of men with their weapons and torches cried, “ Jesus of Nazareth,” and He replied “ I am,” and as His Deity flashed forth, “ they went backward and fell to the ground.” ( Jn 18:6) My .... it will just be like that when this battle takes place. Did you notice that Christ is the Only One who takes part in this battle ? 

I mean most battles are fought by the armies while the General directs from a vantage point. But this General is unique and He has never lost a battle ! He will but speak that’s all, and His enemies will be smitten where they stand ! Look at:

(d) THE GLORY OF HIS POSITION:

“ And He hath on His vesture .…,” ( 19:16 ) Do you recall that Joseph's brothers took His vesture, his coat of many colours, that proclaimed his position as head of the family, dipped it in blood and flung it at the fathers feet ? The Lord Jesus is now arrayed in a vesture dipped in blood, the blood of all His foes and embroidered thereon is the title by which He will be known on earth for a thousand years, “ King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

 (1) (2) But note finally:

(3) THE RETRIBUTION OF THE KING

The King is Coming ! The King is Coming Visibly ! We have noted that. The King is Coming Victoriously. We have noted that. But the King is Coming in Vengeance ! For these closing verses depict the final vanquishing of all of Christ's enemies on earth. This is the long looked for conflict of Armageddon ! Now the name Armageddon comes from two Hebrew words, Har Megiddo, the hill of Megiddo. The word Megiddo means “ place of troops,” or “ place of slaughter.” It is also called The Plain of Esdraelon and the Valley of Jezreel. The area is about 14 miles wide and 20 miles long, and forms what Napoleon called “ the most natural battlefield of the whole earth.” Standing on Mount Carmel and overlooking that great plain, you can well understand why it would be used for gathering the armies of the world. Here God tells us how:

(a) SATANS FORCES ARE DOOMED AT ARMAGEDDON:

( 19:17-18 ) My .... as the rulers of the earth converge on the City of Jerusalem in their last strenuous effort to destroy the Jews, their end will come suddenly with the descent of the King of Kings ! What a grim picture this is. An angel standing in the glare of the sun. At his summons, enormous flocks of birds appear, circling and wheeling around the armies of the earth, croaking to one another in anticipation of the coming feast, dipping low over the horrified troops, and climbing again to the skies. The battle has not yet been fought but the omens are dreadful. Satan's armies are Doomed ! ( Matt 24:28 ) The fierce fowls know it and they have come to partake of the Supper of the great God. Now did you notice that in this chapter there are two suppers ! One of joy which follows the wedding, one of judgement which follows the war.. Which one will you be at ? (a)

(b) SATANS FORCES ARE DRAWN TO ARMAGEDDON:

Look at ( 19:19 ) What will draw all the nations of the world into the arena at Armageddon ? No doubt they will gather themselves there for various reasons but it seems that three reasons stand out more than the rest.

They will be there because of:

(1) THE SPIRIT POWERS:

Turn back to ( 16:13-14 ) Look at these demons as they go forth, working miracles ( 13:12-15 ) deluding men, inflaming passions, stirring up the world, summoning together the countless armies of the world, east against west, west against east, all against God. (1)

(2) THE SOVEREIGN PURPOSE:

Look at ( 16:16 ) “ And He ( God ) .... Armageddon.” They are there to stamp out the last living Jew on earth, and the last known believer in God, they are there to settle their own bitter animosities, to decide once and for all who will control the world. But please keep in mind that its not merely that God permits this array of nations, God plans ! “ The Gentiles and the peoples of Israel were gathered together, for to do whatsoever Thy Hand and Thy Counsel determined before to be done.”

 ( Acts 4:27-28 ) My .... God was in control, God is in control, God will be in control !

(3) THE SPECIAL PERSON:

Look at ( 19:19 ) “ To make war against Him,” Who ?

The Lord Jesus ! For they hate Christ then as they hate Christ NOW ! They will be aware of His touching down on the Mount of Olives ( Acts 1:9 ) and the Beast 

( 13:1 ) the Antichrist, and this Revived Roman Empire, and the Kings of the Earth will assemble together in a futile attempt to withstand the King of Kings ! ( Ps 2:4 ) They will imagine, they are working out their plans and schemes, but they are simply marching in step with God's will. They are drawn to Armageddon ! But notice how:

(c) SATANS FORCES ARE DESTROYED AT ARMAGEDDON:

Did you notice ( 19:20-21 ) What a picture. What a scene. The armies of this world marching across the Plains of Esdraelon. The shipping fleets of the world at anchor in the Persian Gulf and along the shores of the Eastern Mediterranean. The aircraft of the world darkening the skies above. Then Suddenly it will all be over. In fact there will no war at all in the sense that we think of war. There will be just a word spoken from Him who sits astride the Great White Horse ! Once He spoke a Word a fig tree and it withered away. Once He spoke a Word to howling winds and at once they fell still. Once He spoke a Word to a legion of demons and instantly they fell. Now the King of Kings and Lord of Lords speaks a word and the war is over.

The Beast and the False Prophet are bundled up and hurled headlong into the everlasting flames. The panic stricken armies fall down dead. The vultures descend and cover the scene. Thus ends the Battle of Armageddon. And for a 1000 years there will be peace on earth after that. Two Old Testament saints Enoch and Elijah were taken up alive to Heaven but these two enemies of Christ are cast alive into the Lake of fire. My …. that the beast and the false prophet are still in the Lake of fire a thousand years later when Satan is cast there ( 20:10 ) puts paid to the false doctrine of annihilationism. Can I sound a note of warning in the ears of those of you who are still rejecting Christ. My .... God has done everything to save you, now you must come to Christ and receive Him ! Receive Him and that will mean Heaven. Reject Him and that will mean Doom, for no weapon formed against Him shall 

prosper !

My .... THE KING IS COMING ! In ( Lk 12:35-36) we read these words,” “ Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps burning, and ye yourselves like men that wait for their lord.” Does this not speak of the need of being prepared at all times for Christ's return ? On a scale of 1-10 how ready are you mentally ? How ready are you spiritually ? What can you do to be more prepared ? If you had only 24 hours left before He came how would you use them ? Is it not time for you to pause and ask this question, am I as a Christian ready for His Return ?

“ There’s a Man in yonder glory I have loved for many years, He has cleared my guilty conscience and has banished all my fears. He is coming in a moment in the twinkling of an eye and no time will be allotted for you to utter one goodbye.

No time to kiss the husband or embrace the loving wife

If they are but united in the bonds of holy life. Are you ready, Christian, ready for shout, and trump and voice, will His coming make you tremble or cause you to rejoice.

Are you watching, talking with Him daily, taking Him your care. Do you live so close to heaven that a breath would waft you there,”

