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“ EXPLORING THE FUTURE, ”

24. THE COLLAPSE OF THE WORLD MARKET 

At the zenith of his pride and power, Nebuchadnezzar the Great looked out over the magnificent city of Babylon with its massive walls, its hanging gardens, its beauty and its strength and he cried, “ Is not this great Babylon, that I have built ?” ( Dan 4:30 ) In a coming day the last of the Gentile world rulers will boast over a rebuilt Babylon. The question that confronts this …. is 

this “ Will Babylon be rebuilt ?” Well, on the 29th March 1971, a new release from Beirut, Lebanon, announced a plan by the government of Iraq to rebuild Babylon with its great walls and hanging gardens according to its “ original architectural designs.” The news item stated, “ Iraq says it plans to rebuild the ancient city of Babylon, whose hanging gardens were among the Seven Wonders of the World. The project will cost about 30 million dollars !”

Will Babylon be rebuilt ? Does there exist any present-day desire to rebuild Babylon ? Well, the following articles have appeared in newsprint. “ Japanese scholars to rebuild Babylon.” Japanese scholars plan to rebuild the ruined city of Babylon in what now is Iraq into an academic research centre and tourist site. My .... since Nebuchadnezzars day, the Greeks under Alexander the Great, the Romans, several Moslem dynasties from Baghdad, the Ottoman Turks and European powers all came to Babylon. Babylon has remained, sinking deeper and deeper into the wind-blown dust as the centuries have gone by. But Ali Mohammed Medhi, an archaeologist who was field engineer for the Iraqi government's Babylon restoration project is resolved to change that. He says,” “ We are trying to restore Babylon to the way it was, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Babylon is a special place. World civilization springs from Babylon. Its worth all the attention we give it.”

Will Babylon be rebuilt ? Several Scriptures seem to indicate that it will ? For one thing,

(1) Ancient Babylon was never suddenly destroyed, as prophesied in ( Is 13:19 ) Still again,

(2) Babylon is said to be destroyed during the day of the Lord, which is an OT term referring to the Tribulation Period ! ( Is 13:6 ) Moreover,

(3) The ruins of Babylon have been used to build other cities contrary to ( Jer 51:26) which says,” “ And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations, but thou shalt be desolate forever, saith the Lord." This fact alone would demand the rebuilding of Babylon, because when God destroys it in 

( Rev Ch 18 ) no part of it will ever be used to build another city !

Will Babylon be rebuilt ? It seems likely ! However, we are not told what the relationship will be between Babylon and Rome ! Could it be that when the scarlet woman ( R.C. system ) is crushed by the Kings of the earth a new capital will be built ? Could it be that Rome might be the capital in the first half of the seven years and that Babylon will be the capital in the second half ?

Or is it possible that Rome might be the Ecclesiastical  capital and rebuilt Babylon will be the Political and Commercial capital ? Whatever view we accept it seems probable that Babylon will be rebuilt to meet its final doom.

Now please keep in mind that Babylon ( God's name for the world system of the beast ) is both a System and a City. In ( Ch 17 ) we have the Babylonian System in 

( Ch 18) we have the Babylonish City. The Babylon of 

( Ch 17) is Ecclesiastical. The Babylon of ( Ch 18 ) is Economic. The first is religious, the apostate church. The second is commercial. One is mystical and the other is material. The question is this, are the two things one and the same event ? It seems to me that ( Ch 18 ) which describes The Collapse of the World Market is a subsequent event to ( Ch 17 ) which describes The Doom of the Scarlet Woman.

Let me give you three reasons for saying that.


(1) The expression in ( 18:1 ) “ And after these things .…,” indicates that the events in ( Ch 18) will not take place until after the events of ( Ch 17) have been fulfilled.

(2) The Scarlet Woman in ( Ch 17) will be destroyed by the Kings of the Earth ( 17:16 ) whereas the Babylon of 

( Ch 18 ) will be destroyed by the Judgment of God !

( 18:8)

(3) The destruction of Ecclesiastical Babylon probably occurs in the middle of the seven year period ( 13:8 ) whereas the destruction of Commercial Babylon probably occurs at the end of the seven year period just prior to the Coming of Christ ( 18:4 16:19) Now it is best to see these plagues as specific judgements on Babylon in conjunction with the outpouring of the seventh bowl or vial ( 16:17-19 ) Now we have noted already that ( Ch’s 6-18 ) in the book of Revelation describe the future seven period known as the Tribulation. And this seven year “ week,” is characterised by three series of events. (1) The Seven Seals: ( 6:1-8:5 ) (2) The Seven Trumpets: ( 8:6-19:21 )

(3) The Seven Vials: ( 16:1-19:21 ) God’s judgement

will rain down on the earth in the form of the seal judgements, the trumpet judgements, and the vial judgements.

As I have already noted at the midpoint of the Tribulation, Antichrist will destroy the false Babylonian religious system. Now religion will not cease to exist, but will be restricted to the worship of Antichrist. That Antichrist will be able to build the greatest commercial empire the world has ever known in the midst of the devastating judgements of the Tribulation reveals his incredible power. But God will destroy Satan’s last and greatest human empire, and then the stage will be set for the triumphant return of the Lord Jesus Christ !

Now having dealt with some crucial questions at the beginning of our study we come now to look at The Collapse of the World Market. My .... there is coming an economic calamity that will make the financial crashes of history seem like child's play. We don't how far in the future this economic collapse is but this chapter describes in great detail what it will look that ! Now it will help if you remember that the term “ Babylon,” in Scripture is more than a reference to the false religious system which stemmed from the false religion of ancient Babylon. Out of ancient Babylon came also the Political power represented in Nebuchadnezzar and fulfilled in the first world empire. In some sense this is continued in the Commercial system which came from both the religious and the political Babylon's. And as we have noted ( Ch 17) deals with ecclesiastical Babylon and 

( Ch 18) deals with economic Babylon. Now I have divided our study into three parts this .... !

(1) THE REASONS FOR BABYLON'S DESTRUCTION

Look at ( 18:2 ) The repetition of the verb “ is fallen,” found in the aorist tense, indicates a sudden event viewed as completed, though the context would indicate a future event. Why will Babylon fall ? Because of her sin ! On the night of October 13th 539 BC, the Babylon of the Old Testament was captured by the Medes and Persians. Just prior to this, Daniel the prophet had read the fearful words of God to a frightened Belshazzar, 

“ God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it .... Thou art weighed in the balances and found wanting .... Thy kingdom is divided.” ( Dan 5:26-28 ) Someday God Himself will once again write these fearsome words across the skies of Babylon. Babylon will fall ! The judgement predicted in ( 14:8 ) will now be carried out. Babylon will fall. Why ? Because of,

(a) THE GODLESSNESS OF HER SIN:

This whole city will be given over to demonism ! In fact it is to be the home of demons ! ( Eph 6:12 ) Look at what John says ( 18:2 ) Demon worship will have its home there again, as it did in ages past. Do you recall what Babylon was like in Daniel's day ? It was the home of magicians, soothsayers, and astrologers who were official counsellors of the king. All of to-days reviving cults of Satanism, spiritism, occultism, and witchcraft will gravitate toward Babylon. People will have realised that modern science is never going to create a perfect world, and they will turn toward mysticism, believing and following these demons. Babylon will be the natural home of every cult and long after its fall, it will be haunted by the evil spirits soon to be congregated there in great numbers. ( 9:3 ) The whole thing will be as messy as a birdcage, filled with fighting and hate.

(b) THE GROSSNESS OF HER SIN:

“ For all nations .…,” ( 18:3 ) Fornication is used in two ways in Scripture. First, it means the actual sin of immorality. Second, it means the sin of unfaithfulness and spiritual immorality, lusting after other gods. Here the leaders of the world have become involved in spiritual adultery, and the businessmen have become rich through her abundant “ delicacies.” Later in the chapter we read of the merchants becoming great through 

“ sorceries,” ( 18:23 ) which literally means,

“ an enchanter of drugs.” Is the Antichrist going to legalise drugs ? That's an idea that has already been thrown about in political circles ! Will marijuana, cocaine, and heroin be legalised and sold through government regulated business men ? If that happens, they will certainly become wealthy selling drugs to people !  David Wilkerson, a long time worker in inner cities has said that he has yet to see a person involved in Satan worship who did not first open his mind to mystical experiences through drug abuse ! One leads to the other. Will the government endorse drug abuse by legalising it ? Certainly this will have the effect of encouraging more people to become involved with Satan, and will produce godless nations ! My .... do you see now why Babylon will fall ? Because of (a) (b)

(c) THE GREATNESS OF HER SIN:

“ For her sins .... double,” ( 18:5-6) My .... there comes a time when the sins of a nation reach to heaven and cry aloud for God to act. Babylon has filled her cup of sin to the brim. They are so great, her sins have mounted up to heaven. Just as the people at Babel wanted to a build a tower up to heaven, so the people of the Tribulation will do so, building a tower of sin that will reach to heaven.

You see God allows sin to ripen. He waits until the right time, overlooking sin until the day of vengeance ! Jewish law demanded and eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but here it will not just be an eye for eye but double, double, three times in one short verse it is written .... for all the infamies practiced on others .... double ! Did you notice:

(d) THE GLEEFULNESS OF HER SIN:

For we read in ( 18:7 ) I tell you the Antichrist will be living high. Babylon will be in glory like a Queen on her throne. She will be the Laodicea of the cities of the world, “ rich and increased with goods,” and feeling her need of nothing. It will be easy for the saints of God to envy her supposed success. That's why God warns His people in ( 18:4 ) “ Come out of her my people .…,”

Let me just emphasize two phrases here. The first one is at the end of the verse. Look at it, “ her plagues,” Do you know what that is a reference to ? That's a reference to the vials of ( Ch 16) especially the seventh vial which falls on Babylon itself. ( 16:17-21 ) What does that tell us ? That this judgment on Babylon will happen at

the end of the Great Tribulation just prior to the Second Coming of Christ !

Look at the other phrase, “ my people.” ( 18:4 ) Undoubtedly this is addressed to tribulation saints of that day, especially Jewish believers who might it hard to keep their fingers out of the honey pot. But while this warning is primarily for people of that day, it has application for us in our day ! The call to separation has come to Gods people in every age. It came to Abraham 

( Gen 12:1 ) to Lot ( Gen 19:12 ) to Moses

( Num 16:23 ) In a past day God's people were urged to leave Babylon, “ My people go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord.” ( Jer 51:6 51:45 ) In the NT. we read, “ Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers .... come out from among them, and be ye separate saith the Lord.” ( 2 Cor 6:14-17 ) My .... are you unequally yoked in some business alliance, in some worldly society, in some ungodly lodge ? Gods Word is clear, “ Come out of her my people.” Look finally:

(e) THE GUILTINESS OF HER SIN:

“ Therefore shall her plagues .…” ( 18:8 ) Her collapse will come in “ one day,” ( 18:8 ) even within the space  of “ one hour,” of that day ( 18:10, 17,19 ) And how unprepared the merchants of the world will be when the judgment comes. The vengeance of God will no longer be held back. And because of her guilt God will cause the greatest economic crash in history ! This will be The Collapse of the World Market ! Can you imagine Americans rising some morning only to discover that the dollar is not worth the paper on which it is printed ? Can you imagine when the pound is worthless, or the 

Euro ? A time when the Japanese Yen counts for 

nothing ! Its hard to believe that such a thing could happen in our day, one thing is certain in a future day God is going to bring the Antichrist's system down. And when Babylon falls there is going to be weeping and wailing for notice.

(2) THE REACTIONS TO BABYLON'S DESTRUCTION

Three classes of people in particular are going to be heartbroken over the collapse of the Antichrist's system.

Notice who they are. There will be:

(a) THE MONARCHS:

Look at ( 18:9-10 ) The lament of the kings over Babylon is most emphatic in the Greek by the repetition of the article. Literally it reads like this, “ The city, the great, Babylon, the city, the mighty.” Yet in spite of its greatness and strength it will fall in one hour ! The Kings are probably those who yielded their allegiance to the beast, the Antichrist. They are whose who helped sponsor, the founding and building of this city and whose influence and power was in no small measure centred in this city ! My .... they had all come together, hoping at last to have a stable economic system. But in one day it all came apart and all that they can do is sit and wail ! Do you recall what we discovered in 

( Ch 13 )? Look at ( 13:11 ) My .... this is the false prophet ! You see while the Antichrist will attempt to mimic Christ, it would appear that the false prophet will try to copy the work of the Holy Spirit !

So what do we have here ? The Satanic Trinity at work. Now notice what this false prophet does !

Look at ( 13:16 ) In other words he is going to be the  controller of commerce ! There is going to be a redistribution of wealth in the future, with money in the hands of a very few. All of the money will be centralized in one pot with one ruler. Everyone will be given a mark. Without it people will not be able to buy or sell. My .... we are already in a cashless society. I wonder how long will it be before there will be identity cards and one super-credit card per person ? One thing is sure. In the future everyone will think they finally have a fair system, and the kings will moan when it all comes crashing down. When Babylon falls there is going to be weeping and wailing. (a)

(b) THE MERCHANTS:

Will mourn ! ( 18:11-17 ) What a catalogue of opulence and wealth. What a picture of a great, commercial city, trafficking in every luxury the heart could desire. My .... everything listed here is a luxury item. Babylon will make these luxury items necessities. You'll not find a cotton dress or a pair of overalls anywhere in this list.

Look at the Jewellery Department: “ the merchandise of gold .... pearls.” Look at the Ladies Ready to Wear Department. “ And fine linen, .... scarlet.” Look at the Luxury Gift Department, “ and all thyine wood .... marble.” Look at the Spice and Cosmetic Department, 

“  And cinnamon .... and frankincense.” Look at the Wine Department, “ And wine and oil.” Look at the Home Bakery Department, “ And fine flour and wheat.” Look at the Meat Department, “ And beasts and 

sheep .…,” Look at the Slaves Department, “ And slaves and souls of men.” ( 18:13 ) You see Babylon imported all these things. But now nothing is left of the city. All of the great businesses, all of the monopolies and conglomerates, all of the wheeler-dealers will be wiped out in one hour ! And the merchants will weep and wail ! When Babylon falls there will be weeping and wailing. (a) (b)

(c) THE MARINERS:

Will mourn ! ( 18:17-19 ) All the great seaports of the world .... New York, London, Hong Kong, Tokyo .... are to be outstripped by Babylon. “ What city is like unto this city ?” cried the mariners. ( 18:18) The sea lanes of the world which previously converged on these giant seaports, in Babylon's day converge on her. But now Babylon is gone and the world's trade is in ruins.

The ships entering the Persian Gulf move quickly back out to sea. Telescopes are fixed to every eye as astonished seamen watch in horror the last agony of Babylon. The shippers, the transport companies, the airlines, and freight haulers will all be sitting on their hands with nothing to do. They had all decided that materialism was the most important thing in the world and it will all be gone within an hour ! My .... what a day this will be . When money, and markets, and merchandise will be no more and the kingdom of the Antichrist will be destroyed ! Did you notice:

(3) THE RESULTS OF BABYLON'S DESTRUCTION

(a) THERE IS DELIGHT IN HEAVEN:

Look at ( 18:20) Some versions read, “ Rejoice over her thou heaven and ye saints, and ye apostles and ye prophets.”  My .... its a matter of great interest to observe that heaven is still interested in earth. Jeremiah,

( Jer 51:24-26) Isaiah ( Is 13:19-22 ) Daniel and all the other prophets have waited long for the fulfilment of their words. Not they can rejoice for their prophecies are carried out to the full. From one of heaven to the other the tidings are borne, Babylon is fallen. (a)

(b) THERE IS DAMAGE ON EARTH:

Look at these closing verses in ( Ch 18 ) and notice that

Babylon will be overthrown Violently: ( 18:21 ) As a millstone thrown into the ocean sinks, Babylon will completely disappear due to the judgment of God.

Babylon will be overthrown Completely:  Mark well how often the words “ no more at all,” appear in these verses ! The doom will be complete. The curtain rings down forever on Satan's city ! My .... the devil will be having a grand time with evil music, but with these Economic crash there will no more music. The manufacturers will be humming along, and suddenly there will be no more manufacturing, no more music, no more marrying, for all the joy and happiness of this world will be dashed to the ground. Babylon will be overthrown Violently, Babylon will be overthrown Completely.  Babylon will be overthrown Righteously.

Look at ( 18:24 ) Those people who refused to go along with the Antichrist, the ones the world thought were crackpots and nobodies, had their lives snuffed out by Babylon. But God is coming to bring judgment upon her for the way she treated His children.

We began this study by asking the question, will Babylon be rebuilt ? The weight of Bible prophecy seems to demand this. ( Is 13:9-12 Jer 50:1-4, 40-46 )

A few years ago one of the delegates at The United Nations made a strong appeal to that body to move its facilities out of Manhattan Island because of crowded conditions. His suggestion was that the UN move to Geneva which is the headquarters for the international banking institutions of the world ! I wonder is the day not too far distant when the world bankers will be more than happy to finance the rebuilding of Babylon as the greatest city of the world to accommodate the headquarters of this one-world government and this one-world religion ?

My .... in the light of all that we have thought about this .... let me ask you which world are you living for ? Is your main interest .... houses, land, property, making money, things ? Life is not measured by things. When a person dies someone may ask, “ How much did he 

leave ? He left everything ! For life is not measured by things. The Lord Jesus said, “ Take heed and beware of covetousness for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesseth.” ( Lk 12:15 )

It is not wrong to own things, but it is wrong for things to own us. Is it possible that your heart has got wrapped up in things ? ( Matt 6:21 ) Let me close with these words of Christ, “ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth .... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…but seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.” ( Matt 6:19, 33 ) It means that God is first in our lives. First thing in the morning we turn to God in prayer and worship. The first day of every week we are our place with His people to worship Him. The first thing in our lives, the most important thing is to please Him ! 

“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” are you doing that ?

