Place: Lurgan Baptist 19:10:2004

Reading: Revelation 17:1-18

EXPLORING THE FUTURE

23 THE ECUMENICAL CHURCH

In 1982 the Pope of Rome visited Scotland, England and Wales and encouraged Roman Catholic's to participate fully in the search for Christian unity with other believers. At Bellahouston Park in Glasgow he said to a gathering of people from many different traditions, “ We are only pilgrims on this earth making our way towards that heavenly kingdom promised to us as God's children, beloved brethren in Christ for the future can we not make that pilgrimage together hand in hand.” In a lecture given in April 1993 in Queen's University Belfast, Cardinal Cahal Daly head of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland said, “ Ecumenism has a firm future, it will triumph.” In our study last time we began with this observation, one church at the commencement of church history, two churches at the close of church history.

I am sure that out of all the many questions Christians ask about the Book of Revelation, the most asked question is certainly this, “ Will the church go through the Tribulation ?” The feeling behind this question is certainly understandable in view of the upheaval, the judgments, the persecution that will take place during that time. We have journeyed through the Tribulation Period as mere witnesses, but who in his right mind would want to live in the middle of such a swirl of events ? So believers are greatly relieved as they take a close look at the Book of Revelation and find that the answer to that question is a very clear no ?! Or is it ? Actually, the answer is no  ..... and yes ! The true church of Christ, .... all those individual believers who truly know the Lord and are alive at His coming, will be caught up with Christ when He comes for His Church, but the false church will be left behind ! Now this false church is identified in ( 17:5) as, “ Mystery Babylon .... earth.” 

Now this title, “ Babylon the Great,” is not a reference to Babylon as a city or to Babylonia as a nation, this is a religious designation, in other words this woman corresponds religiously to what Babylon was religiously. Now the word Babylon occurs 260 times in the O.T. and N.T. and Revelation ( Ch 17 and 18 ) deal with the whole question of Babylon. Please keep in mind that Babylon is both a system and a city. In this chapter we have The Babylonish System, in the next chapter we have the Babylonish City. Now we can view Babylon in three different ways.

(1) BABYLON CAN BE VIEWED HISTORICALLY:

Do you recall that last time we went back into the O.T. and we saw that Satan's church began officially at the Tower of Babel and the first full time minister of Satan was Nimrod Noah's wicked and apostate descendant. Then we discovered that Nimrod married a woman whose name was Semerimus and they had a baby son who was called Tammuz. Thus began the Mother-Child cult which later spread all over the world. Semerimus taught that she was the “ Way to God,” and the “ Queen of Heaven,” that she alone could administer salvation through various sacraments such as the sprinkling of holy water etc. Ultimately through Constantine in 306 AD Babylonianism was brought into Christendom and it continues to this day under the leadership of a man who bears the title Pontifex Maximus, the Pope himself. My …. Every leading feature of Romanism can be traced to the Babylonian Religion that God cursed and called confusion in ( Gen Ch 10 ) So Babylon can be viewed Historically.

2. BABYLON CAN BE VIEWED PROPHETICALLY

And we saw the last time that for a brief time in the Tribulation this apostate religious system will achieve its hearts desire and the woman will sit astride the beast with everything seemingly under control. So (1) (2)

3. BABYLON CAN BE VIEWED CURRENTLY

Is mystery Babylon at work today ? Well, anyone reading the N.T. can see clearly that the Holy Spirit pictures the church of the last days in a state of corruption and apostasy. Listen to the testimony of Paul, “ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.” ( 1 Tim 4:1 ) Men are described as “ having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” ( 2 Tim 3:5 ) Listen to the Testimony of Peter, “ But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them and bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” 

( 2 Pet 2:1-2 ) What about the testimony of Jude, 

“ Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered to the saints.”  ( Jude 3 ) 

Now when the Lord Jesus appears in the air He will catch away to be with himself every true believer who is in the Church which is his body. All who have not been born again though they be in some Religious System will be left to pass through the Great Tribulation. Now I understand the great harlot in ( Ch 17) to be that Religious system, ecumenical, world-wide in scope with the Roman Catholic Church at its head. This great harlot may claim to be the bride of Christ but she proves to be an adulteress who is unfaithful to Him. Now when we look for 

(1) THE  DAWN OF THIS SUPERCHURCH

We have to go back to the year 1948. For in the Autumn of 1948 in the City of Amsterdam a new Ecclesiastical Body known as the W.C.C. came into being. The delegates represented approximately 150 churches from 44 countries around the world. On the 26th August by the unanimous vote of the delegates followed by a prayer of thanksgiving by the Archbishop of Canterbury the W.C.C. was formally instituted. Some 6 years later in the city of Evanston Illinois the W.C.C. held its second Congress. This was attended by 25,000 people with 30,000 more that could find no room. Religious leaders from all over the World were present. “ All this,” said the Christian Century “ temporarily  lifted the

W.C.C. out of the dim Religious light of cloistered existence and set it down in the spotlight glare of focused humanity's attention.” Now in seeking to trace the historical background of the W.C.C. we need to unravel several strands. As we unravel these strands a complete picture will build up in our minds.

(a) The MISSIONARY Strand of Evangelism:

The 19th century in the church was the great century of Christian missions. And this missionary impulse was the result of the 18th and 19th century revivals. These revivals affected the West, the U.S.A. and Great Britain. In times of revival denominational barriers tend to be forgotten and a new impetus is given to the evangelisation of the lost. Now what happened was this ? As the gospel was taken to earth’s remotest bounds missionaries came to feel that it was tragic that the divisions of western Christendom should be perpetuated on the field. Moreover in the face of paganism they wanted to show that they were all one on Christ. Now the W.C.C. grew out of three organisations one of which was The International Missionary Council and this grew out of the 1910 conference in Edinburgh. Someone has said, 

“ It is remarkable that much of the impetus for ecumenical activity has come from the mission field.” (a) But then there was:

(b) The MODERN Strand of LIBERALISM:

For towards the later part of the 19th century men like 

C.H. Spurgeon saw the direction in which thing were moving. You see, churches that had emerged out of the Reformation or the Evangelical Awakening were now moving in a different direction. There was a 

1. Drift within Anglicanism:

As some like J.H. Newman followed their convictions to a logical conclusion and quit the C. of England for Rome.

2. Departure within Protestantism:

As many departed from the old view of the Bible as the inspired, infallible Word of God.

3. Decline within Evangelicalism:

For denominations which had emerged out of evangelical convictions were now being undermined by modernist teaching. By 1887 the movement had reached such proportions within the Baptist Union that Spurgeon was making his famous protest against the downgrade within the Union. Now can you imagine with the drastic change in the doctrinal climate of the home base, it was inevitable that missionaries of a very different character from their evangelical pioneers would be going 

overseas ?  So while there was an evangelical concern for Biblical unity, there were now other minds with other ideas, and other voices with other messages. The streams which were beginning to converge were already polluted. So there was (a) (b)

(c) The MUTIPLE Strand of Ecumenism:

In the forefront of the Constitution of the World Council it is stated that its primary function is to carry on the work of the two world movements for Faith and Order and for Life and Work.

1. The Faith and Order Movement:

Was founded by Bishop C.H. Brent an official of the American Episcopal Church, who in the early 1900’s paid a visit to the Pope and suggested that the next Faith and Order Conference should be held in Rome and that he the Pope should preside over it. So you can see even from earliest days that the trend was always Romeward.

2. The Life and Work Movement:

Was to promote social righteousness. Its concept of Christianity was not so much that of a gospel of redemption for fallen man, as an ethical way of life.  Now it was through the Faith and Order Movement, the Life and Work Movement, and the International Missionary Council that the World Council of Churches was formed in Amsterdam, on the 23rd August 1948. In its original constitution it claimed to be “ a fellowship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” It later expanded this by adding the words, “ according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Now in spite of the absence of the Roman Catholic church at the formation of the W.C.C. this body came nearer to being an ecumenical assembly than had been witnessed for generations. It was very critical of the Protestant Reformation and took a more tolerant attitude toward Rome. My …. is that not the attitude that is prevailing today ? The Roman Catholic Church is no longer spoken of as “ Anti-Christian,” or “ the Babylonian harlot,” rather she is spoken of as a “ Christian Church.” But has Rome changed ? Has she changed in relation to transubstantiation ? In relation to purgatory ? In relation to the mass ? Never ! In this central act of worship Rome claims that the Mass “ is a sacrifice in which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated.” Against this the Bible declares, “ this man ….,” ( Heb 10:12 ) Now while Rome was absent from the formation of the W.C.C. 

(d) The MIGHTY Strand of Romanism:

Must not be overlooked. For this movement which has flowed from missionary Protestantism has become less Protestant and more Rome-ward as the years have passed. Indeed as long ago as the 1930’s someone wrote

“ It is a serious mistake to think that Ecumenism is anti-Rome. The work of a group that is in opposition to Rome. Such an attitude implies an ignorance of Ecumenism, due to not going back to the sources. Whoever studies it faithfully sees it as a great gift of the Holy Spirit for the reintegration of severed Christianity.” Several years ago an eight man W.C.C. committee entered into discussion with six representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, and to day that process has been accelerated through the Swanwick Declaration for in Swanwick Derbyshire, in 1987, 33 different denominations were present and the Roman Mass took precedence in worship. What about Roman Catholic Pentecostalism ? Has it not intensified an ecumenical spirit ? One testifies, “ Having experienced the baptism of the Spirit attendance at the mass has grown to be my way of life.” What a day we’re living in. A day when the Pope’s Cardinals are allowed to occupy Protestant churches, a day when priests are welcomed into Baptist churches.  A day when the cry of the reformation has been forgotten, “ Scripture alone, Grace alone, Faith alone, Christ alone.” But you say, did Christ not pray “ that they all may be one.” 

( Jn 17:21 ) Lets look at,

(2) THE DESIGN OF THIS SUPERCHURCH

Undoubtedly their goal is a united church. You see they

appeal for an Ecumenical Church on the ground of our Lord's words in ( John Ch 17:22 ) The Ecumenists argue

that this prayer requires for its fulfilment the merging of

all churches in one great world church. The real question of course is this. Is the unity of which Christ speaks the same unity that is currently presented ? Far from it. Look again. ( 17:21 ) Christ is praying for the unity of the church. Now the Lord's prayer must have been answered. Christ could not pray in vain. And if this is so then it is a Divine fact a blessed reality that all his people are one. Now surely that accords with what Paul wrote in ( Eph 4:3 ) “ There is one body.”  This unity is already a fact. It exists here and now. It is not something that we ourselves are called to create or achieve. Believers are already one in Christ,. ( Gal 3:28) despite differences of race, sex, function, because we all share the same Spirit and possess the same life. Now that does not mean that the unity cannot be disturbed ? Of course it can. Is the unity in your home ever disturbed ? The way some parents speak you would think they had perfect children. My …. sometimes relationships become strained, but the fact of the blood relationship continues unchanged. So it is in the family of God. Divisions can impair the expression of the unity but they cannot alter the fundamental unity. You see the unity of which the Lord Jesus speaks is,

(a) Organic and not Organisational:

“ That they all may be one,” and then Christ explains it.

“ As thou ….,” Christ covets for His people a unity similar to that which exists between the persons of the Godhead. A unity of heart, mind, will arising out of the possession of a common life. The Lord never meant for believers to be in one world church. For this is (a)

(b) Christian and not Christless:

 Did you note who are  “ they,” well look, at ( 17:2 )

This unity concerns people given to Christ by the Father.

This unity concerns people who have been given to Christ out of the world. ( 17:6 ) This unity concerns people who have kept Gods Word.  ( 17:6 ) This could not be the W.C.C. for they have within their Movement those who decry the Biblical account of Creation, write off the Virgin Birth.  You see Christ is not praying for the world but true believers. ( 17:9 ) (a) (b)

(c) Godward and not Godless:

This is the Unity of the Spirit, not something produced by men but given by God. Now how does the Holy Spirit introduce men into the experience of this unity. By means of the new birth. Without the new birth there is no Christian unity. How then can we engage with those who implicitly or explicitly deny the new birth ? If a man claims that grace is channelled via the sacrament, he is denying the new birth. If a man preaches a message of salvation via good works he is denying the new birth, and we cannot unite with him. (a) (b) (c)

(d) Doctrinal and not Dictatorial:

It is unity in the truth for which Christ prayed. ( 17:17 )

Tell me, how can you have unity with those who Devalue the Scriptures, Deify the Saints and Dishonour the Saviour. Dr. Nels Ferre an U.S.A ecumenist had this to say about the birth of the Lord Jesus. “ Mary was found pregnant before her engagement to mild Joseph. Nazareth was near a Roman garrison where the soldiers were German mercenaries. Jesus is claimed to have been a blonde, hence Jesus must be the child of a Roman soldier.” Do you see what he is saying ? He’s saying that Mary went and lay with a German soldier and that the Christ of God is the bastard child of Mary and a German soldier. What blasphemy yet Ferre is welcomed within the ecumenical cage. My …. Christ is not praying for the world here. ( 17:9 ) The W.C.C. is trying to bring about a union between saved and unsaved which the Word of God condemns. “ Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 

( 2 Cor 6:14-18 ) Yet in spite of that

(3) THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SUPERCHURCH

Has been amazing. In 1987 a Conference was held in Swanick Derbyshire the meeting numbered 330 people representing 32or 33 different denominations. This conference became the birth place for definite proposals for Ecumenical Instruments or a Blue Print for Union with Rome. You see the ecclesiastical bias of the W.C.C. is a bias,

(a) Toward Roman Catholicism:

My …. the leaders of the W.C.C. believe the 16th century Protestant Reformation was a great sin which they in the 21st century must repent of. Just before Amsterdam Dr. C. F. Nolde an important ecumenical figure said, “ in a popular sense the first meeting of the church council could be spoken of as a reversal of the trend which began at the Reformation.” On Wednesday November 29th 1961 the New Delhi meeting of the W.C. C. was conducted by the Bishop of Myron who led the assembly in praying, “ Christ our true God by the intercessions of his most true pure mother, ever Virgin Mary, of our Father among the saints ….,” My …. is that not the dogma of Rome and the idolatry of paganism ? It’s a sad day when the leaders of so called Protestant Churches are climbing on board the Rome Express all eager to kiss the Pope’s feet. (a)

(b) Toward Protestant Liberalism:

One of the past presidents of the W.C.C. was Dr. Ramsay Archbishop of Canterbury who said in Athens in 1962, that “ he thanked God for the recent awakenings and fellowship fostered by his holiness the Pope.” Ramsay is glad of the friendship of the Vatican. Do you know what Archbishop Cranmer, the first Archbishop of Canterbury said, “ As for the Pope I refuse him as Christ’s enemy and Antichrist with all his false doctrine.” My …. no wonder Rome burned Cranmer  but embraced Ramsay. In the London Daily Mail on Monday 2nd October 1961 Ramsay said, “ those who have led a good life but found themselves unable to believe in God will not be debarred from heaven. I expect to meet some present day atheists there.” The Lord Jesus said, “ I am the way ….,” ( Jn 14:6 ) But Ramsay refuses to believe the Saviour.

(4) THE DENOUNCEMENT OF THIS  SUPERCHURCH

In the N.T. is severe. The Word of God leaves us in doubt as to how we should act in a day of crisis. There is to be:

(a) A DISCERNMENT of False Prophets:

Christ warned His disciples, “ Beware of false prophets,” ( Matt 7:15 )  Paul echoed His Master and cried, “ But though we or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you let him be accursed.” ( Gal 1:8 ) John says, “ Beloved believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God, because many false prophets are gone into the world.” ( 1 Jn 4:1 ) May the Lord gave us in this fellowship men of discernment.

(b) A DENOUNCEMENT Against False Prophets:

Is ( Eph Ch 5 ) in your Bible ? Do you know what it 

says ? “ Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but rather reprove them.” ( 5:11 ) We are not to associate with them. We are not to cooperate in evangelism with them. We are not to remain in church fellowship with them. My …. are you stuck in some old ecumenical church with an old modernist minister ? God’s Word to you is, “ Come out of her my people that ye be not partakers of her sins.” ( 18:4-5 ) I tell you when the honour of Christ and the purity of the gospel is at stake there can be no compromise. We cry with Luther this …. “ here we stand we do no other.” We say with C.H. Spurgeon “ You cannot have unity without forsaking truth, and to forsake truth for the sake of unity is to betray Jesus Christ.” Now look how it all ends with,

(5) THE DESOLATION OF THIS SUPERCHURCH

Come back for a moment to ( Ch 17 ) and notice that in spite of her strength and influence this whore, or super church is doomed. Did you notice;

(a) The INSTRUMENT in her Desolation:

Look if you will at ( 17:16 ) During the first three and a half years of the Tribulation the world powers unwillingly submit to the Ecumenical Church. But they submit in order that they might achieve their ultimate goal of world power. ( 17:12-13 ) You see, the Antichrist will use, refuse, and abuse this super church. Look at:

(b) The INSPIRATION for her Desolation:

( 17:17 ) Are you not glad that “ God is still on the throne ?” That “ He worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.” ( Eph 1:11 ) My …. God will use the Devil’s axe to cut off the Devil’s head.

(c) The INTENSITY of her Destruction: 

Is described in ( 17:16 ) My …. Satan’s super church is doomed to collapse. Let me close with one word in 

( 17:14 ) “ And faithful,” I have been listening recently to messages on the Ecumenical Movement preached by the late H.H. Orr in Great Victoria Street Baptist Church, Belfast. They were preached on Sunday evenings to a packed church. That’s a few years ago. My …. we have come a long way since then. Sadly there are those within our churches who seem to want to foster an ecumenical spirit, even with Rome. So here is the challenge facing us this …. ! Are you prepared to be faithful to God’s Word even if it costs ?

