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Reading: John 2:1-11

THE MIRACLE’S OF THE MASTER
1. WATER INTO WINE

At Sunday School the pastor was trying to illustrate the word miracle. “ Boys and girls,” he said,” suppose I stood on the roof of a ten-storey building, lost my balance and fell off. Then all of a sudden, in mid-air, a whirl-wind swept me up and brought me safely to the ground. Now what word would you use to describe this ?” After a long silence a boy raised his hand and said, “ luck.” “ True, true,” replied the pastor. “ It could be luck but that’s not the word I wanted. I’ll repeat the story. There I am on top of the ten storey building again and I fall. A whirlwind catches me in mid-air and places me safely on the ground. Think now,. what word would describe the situation ?”

“ Accident.” cried out one girl. “ No,no,” answered the pastor. “ Listen carefully for the third time. I am on the same building. I fall and am swept to safety by a

sudden whirlwind. What word would account for me safely reaching the ground ?” The boys and girls shouted out in unison, “ practice.” Of course the pastor was looking for the word miracle. Now what is a miracle ? 
When something happens we often say “ It’s a miracle.”
But more than that likely that is not technically correct.

It was not a true miracle. It was amazing, it was abnormal, but was it a miracle ? What is a miracle ? A scientist gave the following definition of a miracle on the 14th April 1995. He said “ A miracle is nothing more than a natural law not discovered.” So he does not believe in miracles. He thinks that everything can be explained scientifically. This is an attitude which denies any intervention into our world by God, and more than likely that scientist denies the existence of God. But I don’t see how raising someone from the dead, restoring sight to a blind man are natural laws not yet discovered. So what is a miracle ? Well four Greek words appear most frequently in the New Testament to denote miracles.
* Power: ( dunamis ) translated “ miracle,” 9 times:

* Wonder: ( teras ) Always used with “ signs,” signifies something which is astonishing.

* Works: ( ergon ) appears over a dozen times, mostly in John’s Gospel.

* Signs: ( semeion ) indicating that Christ’s miracles were to teach us spiritual truths. ( 2:11 4:54 6:1 11:47 )

Now if we put those four words together we can define a miracle, “ as an event performed in kindness through divine power, creating wonder and signifying the authenticity of the Lord’s messenger.”  ( Jn 5:36 10:25 Acts 2:22 ) Did you know that there are approximately thirty five recorded miracles of Christ given in the four gospels ? John records seven of these, and he selected them for a specific purpose. He says “ But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through his name.” ( 20:31 ) So John has a spiritual purpose in mind when he includes the miracles that he does. He wants you through these miracles to come to an understanding of the person of Christ, to recognize who Christ really is, and then to yield to Him for salvation.
It’s interesting that in John’s gospel the first miracle that Christ performed was at a wedding. The last miracle that Christ performed was at a funeral, when He raised Lazarus from the dead. Do you know what that tells me ?
You need Christ as the gladdest hour of your life, a wedding, and you need Christ at the saddest hour of your life, a funeral, and you need Christ in all of the experiences in between. My …. how do you make it in this world without Christ ? How do you live with the problems, the heartaches, the trials without having a friend to whom you can come, and on whom you can 

call ? Come with me to this wedding at Cana of Galilee. It seems to me that this event brings before us three lovely pictures.
(1) THE MARRIAGE

Are you glad you’re married ? You don’t seem so sure. I heard about this young couple that got married. The first week she listened to him, the second week he listened to her, the third week the neighbours listened to them both.
Now remember Jewish weddings took place at the conclusion of a year long engagement period. That time of betrothal was a much more serious matter than is our custom of engagement. The betrothal was such a binding commitment that divorce was necessary to break it. At the time of the wedding, the bridegroom and his friends went in a procession often at night, to the bride's house. Then the group returned with the bride to the groom’s house where the wedding banquet took place. This wedding feast could last as long as a week. ( Gen 29:27 Judges 14:17 ) Isn’t it a happy marriage where Christ is invited ?
Indeed marriage was God’s idea in the first place. God’s kind of marriage involves an exclusive relationship: 

“ keep thee only unto her,” it involves an enduring relationship: “ Till death us do part.” Now look more closely at this marriage and notice,
(a) THE PLACE OF IT:

Some of you have stood in the little church yonder in Cana where Jewish guides tell us this was the place where Christ performed his first miracle. This little village a few miles north of Nazareth, was a great distance from any important city or town. It was a humble, out of the way kind of place. Now that’s not what people normally expect when you expect the coming of the Son of God. If the Son of God is going to embark on His ministry, you would think that He would do it at some auspicious place.
From time to time we see folks making announcements about standing for public office. Where do they do it ? In meaningful places. Up at Stormont, or in the Houses of Parliament, they choose a significant place to announce the beginning of their campaign. But how different was the Lord Jesus. He could have chosen imperial Rome, or intellectual Alexandria, or religious Jerusalem, but no, when Christ began His ministry He began in a little town away up in the hills named Cana of Galilee. Is this not how the Lord works ? Just coming in a humble fashion.
Born in Bethlehem of Judaea,  performing His first miracle at Cana. My …. don’t you ever think, it has to be a big thing for God to be in it, because little is much when God is in it. (a)

(b) THE PEOPLE AT IT:

Look at ( 2:2 ) if you will. We never hear of an invitation

given to Him which He refused. Do you see what the Lord Jesus was doing ? He was setting His seal on the marriage bond. The Lord Jesus foreknew that later some in the church would despise marriage ( 1 Tim 4:3 ) indeed as early as the third century, Cyprian decried believers attending marriage festivities. But right here at Cana of Galilee the Saviour sanctifies the marriage relationship.
The Bible says “ Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” ( Heb 13:4 ) My .... never forget that when lust first broke down the marriage altar, the flood swept men away from the earth ( Gen Ch 6 ) and when the sanctity of marriage crushes to the dust so does the family, society, and the nation. Look at our nation this ….,  from the House of Windsor right down marriage relationships have been destroyed, dissolved, devastated through infidelity. Is your marriage on the rocks this,  …. because of sin ? 
My …. have you invited Christ into your marriage, your home and what is even more vital, have you invited Christ into your heart ? You see, Jesus Christ was invited to this marriage. He never goes where He is not invited. He says,

“ Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door I will come into him and will sup with him, and he with me.” ( Rev 3:20 ) I wonder, have you invited Christ into your heart ? Have you invited Him into your home ? You see, there is a spiritual dimension to marriage, for marriage was never to be a duet but a holy trio between a man and a woman who love each other and the Christ they know. My …. it’s a tragedy for a couple to begin their marriage without the presence of the Son of God, who touched the marriage at Cana of Galilee and made it sweet, and wonderful and blessed. But 
never forget that although the Lord endorses your union, your marriage will still have its difficulties, for look at,
(c) THE PROBLEM WITH IT:

The problem was this the wine had ran out. ( 2:3 ) Now this was a very serious matter, had it not been resolved. Indeed it might have opened the bridegroom's family to a lawsuit. At the very least it was a terrible breach of the rules of hospitality. “ They have no wine.” ( 2:3 )  Now wine in the Scriptures is a symbol of joy. The psalmist talks about “ wine that maketh glad the heart of man.”

( Ps 104:15 Judges 9:13 ) Is this not the  cry of the human heart without the joy of the Lord ? You see, for the man without Christ, there comes a time when the wine runs out, and the joy, zest, of life disappear. Do you recall the prodigal ? “ Father give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.” ( Lk 15:12 ) Here’s a young man starting out for the far country. He thinks he knows it all, he wants to live independently of God. He could hardly walk fast enough to where he was going and when he got to the far country he blew it all in riotous living. He was letting the good times roll. Is that where you are this …. ? “ Why,” you say “ Man, its great, there’s plenty of beer to drink, plenty of pills to pop, and there is free sex, I am having a blast and a ball in this old world.” But there came a time when the bubble burst. Take a look at him now. He is hungry, his clothes are old and ragged, his hair is unkempt, and his eyes are hollow and fearful. My …. look at him for this is what is Satan and sin does. Sin won’t just take you down to the pigpen, when it gets you down there it will strip you, wreck you, and ruin you. I tell you it all looked so promising, but now it looked so bleak. That’s the way it is with the devil, its starts sweet, but it does not end that way. ( Prov 20:17 ) Satan dangles the carrot of drink, but he does not show the carnage on the roads. Satan waves the carrot of sex, but he does not show you the lives blasted by aids. Satan dangles the carrot of heavy metal music but he does not show the suicides. Novelist Ernest Hemingway seemingly had everything going for him, but eventually he put a shotgun to his head and killed himself. 
Do you remember Marilyn Monroe ? Well, despite her fame, wealth, beauty she found that the wine of life had turned to bitter water and so she ended her life. What about Michael Jackson ? Dependant on drugs to keep him going day after day. Why ? Because the world’s wine runs out and will never satisfy the thirst of your soul.

Friends all around me are trying to find

What the heart yearns for by sin undermined

I have the secret I know where tis found

Only true pleasures in Jesus abound

(2) THE MASTER

You know, He is the Master of every situation. He is the One who rules nature, restores health, removes demons and raises the dead. Here He performs his first miracle. It seems that Mary the mother of the Lord Jesus was responsible for the catering and when the wine ran out she came to Him and said, “ they have no wine.” The implication there is “ Lord, do something about it.” ( 2:3 ) Now I want you to note what the Master does. He,
(a) ESTABLISHES HIS AUTHORITY:

Do you hear His reply “ Woman, …., “ ( 2:4 ) Now that’s not the word you’d be looking for is it ? I mean what’s the sweetest word that a mother will ever hear ? Its mother. How do you feel when the phone rings and you pick up the phone and say “ hello,” and a voice says “ Hi Mum.” That’s music to a mother’s ear isn’t it ? Yet Christ looks at His mother and He says “ woman ….,”  Now by using the term woman, the Master was not indulging in rudeness. Indeed He used the same word to her on the cross, “ woman, behold thy son.” ( 19:26 ) This was not a disrespectful way to address a person ( 4:21 20:13 15 ) but still it was unusual that Christ did not use the term mother. Well, what is Christ doing here ? I think what He is doing here, is that He is changing the relationship. He is indicating to her as He begins His ministry, that no longer will she look upon Him as her Son, she’s going to have look on Him as her Saviour. So Christ is changing the relationship. “ Woman.” Can you see the Lord’s omniscience here ? Christ knew that the day would come when the Roman Catholic Church would proclaim Mary as having been immaculately conceived, free from original sin. He knew that by false church dogma she would be exalted bodily to heaven. The Master knew that she would be given the old Babylonian title of “ Queen of Heaven,” that she would be called the “ Mother

of God.” The Master knew that she would be proclaimed as co- redemptrix. Indeed the Roman Catholic Church says, “ Mary is truly a mediatrix of peace between sinners and God, sinners receive pardon by Mary alone. He falls and is lost who has not recourse to Mary.”

( L. Boettner p, 182 Roman Catholicism )  The Master knew all about this. He knew that popes, priests, people would light candles to Mary, would pray to Mary, would bow down before images of Mary. Christ knew that many would still subscribe to the dictum of St. Bernard who said, “ It is Gods will that we should receive all things through Mary." Do you see now why the Lord

Jesus called her “ woman ?” I want to tell my sinner .... this evening that salvation is not found in Mary.

Salvation is found in Christ and in Christ alone. The Bible says, “ there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” ( 1 Tim 2:5 ) The Bible says, “ neither is there salvation in any other ….”

( Acts 4:12 ) My …. Do you realise that you only can be saved by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. 
(b) REVEALS HIS PRIORITY:

You see, while no believer should pray to Mary, all believers and sinners would profit greatly if they heeded Mary’s advice. What was that ? “ whatsoever He saith unto you do it.” ( 2:5 ) Do you know what the

the Masters priority for you as a sinner is ? Repentance.
The Lord Jesus began His ministry by saying, “ repent ye and believe the gospel.” ( Mk 1:15 ) My …. are you trying to work for your salvation ? To weep for your salvation ? To make yourself worthy of salvation. Listen, the work is finished, the price is paid, and the blood is shed. “ Christ has for sin atonement made.” Now you must repent and believe. Do you know what the Master’s priority for you as a believer is ?  Obedience. “ Trust and obey for there’s no other way ….” Are you marked by obedience ? 
1. Do you Obey Promptly ?

“ Whatsoever He saith unto you do it.” Do it at once. The moment the command is given to march the soldier marches. And the moment the command comes to your heart as you see it in the Word do it.
2. Do you obey Completely ?

“ And they filled them up to the brim.” ( 2:7 ) My …. 

don’t render partial obedience. In obeying Christ’s commands fill them up to the brim. This is dedication that goes beyond the normal.
3. Do you obey Unquestionably ?

“ Whatsoever ….,”  Fancy being told to fill the waterpots with water when wine was needed, but they didn't question or argue. They obeyed Christ unquestionably. What about you ? My …. “ to obey is better

than sacrifice ….,” ( 1 Sam 15:22 ) The Master (a) (b)

(c) CONVEYS HIS SYMPATHY:

For when the wine ran out the Lord relieved the situation.

Oh, it might have seemed a small problem to Him, but it was a great problem to them and He was sympathetic to their problem. My .... Christian, .... in the time of trouble and trial we have a great high priest that can “ be touched.” ( Heb 4:15 ) The question is, does His sympathy extend to the kitchen, the domestic sphere, to the little things of every day life that so often get us down. This miracle provides the answer to that question. In every sphere, in every circumstance, in every situation, your Saviour knows, cares, and understands.  (1) (2)

(3) THE MIRACLE
I heard about the pastor who was drilling Sunday School students in catechism, when he asked, “ what is a

miracle ?” A little girl put up her hand and replied, 
“ something we can’t do but Jesus can.” Here was a situation that was beyond the mind of man but not beyond the might of the master. Look at this miracle and note it, was an,
(a) ACT OF CREATION:

It was not simply a matter of speeding up a process that had been going on. This was accomplished in a moment, without grapes, sun or time. Do you ever think of this ? It was a miracle that contained the appearance of age. The wine seemed to have come from grapes that grew and matured and were picked and pressed over a period of time. The Actual Age of the wine was only minutes. The Apparent Age was a season of growth and harvest. Oh the tremendous power and ability of the Lord Jesus to change water into wine. “ Christ simply willed the change and it took place.” (a) My …. do you realise that you can be made a “ a new creature in Christ,” this …. ? 

( 2 Cor 5:17 ) Salvation is not reformation, its transformation. Its not a redecorating job, it’s a radical change. It’s a new birth, a new person, a new creation.
(b) ACT OF COOPERATION:

For the Lord Jesus used waterpots and servants to accomplish his first miracle. Each of these jars held about 20 gallons so together they had enough for something like twenty-four hundred servings of wine. (a) Do you know something ? The Lord wants to use us today, we who are living earthly vessels. And if we allow the Lord He fills us with the Water of His Word and when we pour it out 
( give it out ) it becomes the Wine of the Spirit. What about you ? Are you allowing the Lord to fill you with

His Word ? And then are you giving it out as the Wine of the Spirit ? (a) (b)

(c) ACT OF CELEBRATION:

For did you note the testimony of the Master of Ceremonies ? ( 2:10 ) He was saying, “ Most folks they’ll give the best first, and then when taste buds are dull, they’ll give that which is worst.” He said “ you’ve saved the best till last.” That’s the difference between what Satan does and what Christ does. Do you know the devil always gives his best first ? The prodigal started off with a feast and ended up with a famine. My …. the devil will give that first taste of secret sin and oh, it’s so sweet, but the next cup gets a little bitter, it’s the cup of guilt. Then the next cup gets a little worse, it’s the cup of addition, and it gets worse and worse and worse and finally in a devils hell, the devil will say, “ I’ve saved the worst till last.” But Jesus Christ saves the best until last. Now the first cup of conviction of sin, and that’s not too pleasant, to admit you’re a sinner. The second cup is repentance, being willing to turn from your sin. But I want to tell you that then is there is the cup of forgiveness and that is pretty sweet. Then that cup of living for the Lord Jesus on a daily basis and to discover that “ every day with Jesus is sweeter than the day before.”
Then there will be that day when we step out of time into eternity and we’ll say, “ Oh, Lord Jesus you’ve saved the best till last.” There was an infidel up speaking one day, making fun of the miracles of Christ, and in particular he jumped on this miracle of Christ, turning the water into wine. He said, “ who ever heard of anybody being able to turn water into wine ?” Well, in that audience that was a saved alcoholic who stood and said, “ Sir, I don’t know a lot about the Bible and I don’t have all the answers and the explanations about the miracles of Jesus. But Sir, let me tell you what Jesus Christ did in my life. Jesus changed wine into furniture for my house, He changed alcohol into clothes for my wife, He changed booze into food for my babies.” My …. do you know something ?
Christ can do the same for you. Will you invite Him into your heart tonight ? Will you allow this same Lord Jesus to save and satisfy you ?

