Place: Lurgan Baptist 20:2:2005

     Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-19

“ SEVEN DUCKS IN A MUDDY RIVER,”

A soap manufacturer who was a non- Christian walked along the road one day with a preacher of the gospel. As they walked they talked. The soap manufacturer said to the preacher, “ the gospel that you preach has not done much good for there is still a lot of sinfulness in the world and lot of sinful people also.” The preacher made no response until they passed a dirty little child making mud pies in the gutter. Seizing his opportunity the preacher said, “ Soap has not done much good in the world I see, for there is still much dirt and many dirty people about.” “ But,” said the manufacturer “ soap is only useful when it is applied.” “ Exactly,” said the preacher, “ so it is with the gospel we proclaim, it is only effective when it is applied.” My …. has this gospel been applied to your heart and life ? Have you received pardon for your sin ? Cleansing from your iniquity ? Forgiveness for your transgressions ? Like Naaman have you gone to the place of cleansing and returned clean ?

I wonder if I were to ask you this …. what were the stories that appealed most to you in your childhood 

days ? How would you respond ? Would you say those that began by building up a wonderful picture in your imagination, then came a note of tragedy, then a ray of hope and finally they lived happily ever after. Well, the story of Naaman runs like that. First, we have a graphic word picture of Naaman himself. ( 5:1 ) Then the tragic announcement that he was a leper, then a ray of hope and finally we see the tragedy removed. Now this story appeals to us because it finds a parallel in our spiritual experience. The story that we read together this …. is as up to date as today’s newspaper. This is a simple story about Naaman a four star general in the country of Syria, who was afflicted with an ancient disease called leprosy.

Now to show how relevant this story is to you I want you in ( 5:1 ) to substitute your name for Naaman. Then I want you to substitute the word sinner for leper. Then substitute the phrase the blood of Jesus Christ for the word Jordan.

Now unless you are completely in spiritual blindness you will see very clearly that this story relates to you and me.

Now there are three pictures in this story that I want to paint for you this …. ! Picture no 1 is that of,

(1) A SUCCESSFUL MAN AND HIS TRAGEDY

Imagine this ! You have graduated from university with honours. You are intelligent and soon employed by a big and famous company. You did well and were promoted a few times. You are now managing director of the company and business continues to expand. You make a name for yourself. You are smart, famous and rich. But then one day you felt a pain in your body. it’s a terminal illness. You are devastated. All the successes of the past mean nothing to you. All the fame and riches does not matter. You just wanted to stay alive. My …. Naaman was in a similar position. The Bible says, “ He was a great man …. but he was a leper. ( 5:1 ) (1) You see, most folk come into this world labour and work, live and die without ever achieving anything of great importance from the world’s point of view. They never hear their name on the lips of their fellow-man. They never read about themselves in the newspaper. They remain for ever ordinary and obscure people. But then there are others who rise to fame, they drink deeply of the cup of success. Their names are household names, and their achievements are known by all. Is that not the kind of person Naaman was ? Do you see,

(a) THE DISTINCTION HE ATTAINED:

On the outside you would not think that Naaman had any problems at all. He was a Virtuous Citizen, a commander, a four star general in one of the most powerful armies of the world. He was the Kings right hand man. Highly respected by his people. His name was a key that could unlock any door in the country. He was a Victorious Captain, he was a war hero. He was a  Valiant Commander. He had not earned his spur through family ties, or sitting on some desk pushing buttons. He was out there with his men fighting the enemy. He had all the awards, the accolades, the applause. Here was a man who had the world under his control. He had everything right where he wanted it. He was at the height of his career. What more could Naaman wish 

for ? The world loves fame. He had it. The world loves fortune. He had it ! The world loves the famous, the Victoria Beckhams, the Jennifer Lopez’s of this world, Naaman had it. It all can be summarised in one word.

Distinction ! Now you may not be as high up the social ladder as Naaman but would you deny the fact that the Lord has blessed you ? Have you not experienced the temporal blessings of life ? 

Has God not showered His goodness on you ? Has He not filled your heart with food and gladness ? Has He not graced your home with precious children ? Has He not stretched your mind with daily employment ? Can you not testify, “ great is Thy faithfulness thy mercies are new every morning ?” ( Lam 3:23 ) (a) But, there ….

(b) THE DISEASE HE POSSESSED:

“ A great man …. but a leper.” ( 5:1 ) My …. Naaman was a great as the world could make him yet, “ the basest slave in Syria would not change skins with him.”

You see, underneath that splendid uniform, was a terrible loathsome disease. Concealed beneath those glittering medals which adorned his breast was a foul leprosy. Now In Biblical times leprosy was a feared skin disease. Those who had it …. at least those in Israel were outcast’s of society. They were often banished to live in isolated colonies, ostracised by the community.

( Lev 13:45-46 ) Now although Syrian social regulations were not as strict as Israel’s the diseased skin of a leper was a stigma that shadowed the person all through life.

“ A great man …. but a leper.”

1. Are Some men not just like Naaman ?

My …. on every hand in human life we find the “ but,” that turns history into tragedy. How many an aching heart there is behind a smiling face. How many a deep sorrow there is behind a prosperous business. Success, prosperity, fame, prestige, but behind it all tragedy, heartache and sorrow ! 1.

2. Are All men not just like Naaman ?

You see, leprosy is just a picture of sin. Sin pervades the whole being, sin is loathsome in its character and sin unless cleansed by the blood of Christ will take you down to hell. Do you know what the Bible says ? “ Sin when it is finished bringeth forth death. ( James 1:15 ) Did you ever see your photograph in the Bible ? I am here to tell you, that you don’t take a very good one !  Christ took our picture and said, “ Out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness all these things come from within and defile the man.” ( Mk 7:21-22 ) Have you ever seen yourself as God sees you ? Do you believe the truth of the Bible in relation to yourself ? That you are a sinner, by birth, by choice, by nature, by practice ? You may have a good position in the world, but how do you measure up to God’s standard ? You may have climbed the ladder of success, but how does God see you this …. ? 

You may be outwardly fine, but is your heart right with God ? Do you stand before the Lord this ….. as a spiritual leper, unclean, unrighteous and unfit for His holy presence ? ( Is 59:1 ) Are you accepted by men but rejected by God ? Are you applauded by the world but accused by the Word ? (1)

(2) A SEEKING MAN AND HIS THEORY

I wonder has the Lord brought someone into your life recently who has acted as a signpost to point you to the Saviour ?  Is there someone in that office, hospital, neighbourhood, workplace who is genuinely burdened about your soul ? You see, Naaman had such a person. You see, one day he brought home from Israel a sweet little thing who not knew God’s power in her life, but knew God’s grace in her soul. What a wonderful little gospel preacher she was. Now what do you think would have happened if she had harboured natural resentment against Naaman ? What if she had cherished secret satisfaction in her heart that the man who had stolen her away captive should be a leper ? What if she had said, 

“ it serves him right.” My …. the world would have been robbed of this wonderful story of salvation. But this little maid was one of God’s precious nobodies who was a link in the chain to bring Naaman to faith in the Lord. My …. Christian …. Do you realise that you are a link ? Don’t keep silent in case you be “ the missing link,” and that soul be lost. Can you hear the witness of this little maid ? “ would God my lord …. of his leprosy.” ( 5:3 ) Now it was that simple testimony that sent Naaman on his way seeking for a cure. (2) You see, so many people have so many different theories and ideas as to how we are to be saved.

One person thinks he must perform good works to get to heaven. Another thinks if he passes through the rituals of the church that will save his soul. Still some else thinks, if he turns over a new leaf and reforms his life, that will be accepted by God. One thing is common to them all.

“ I thought.” Do you know something ? If you are going to get saved this …. you will have to humble yourself. Get rid of your know all attitude and accept God’s terms for salvation. A sailor once took a group of young people boating for the day. One young man bragged the whole way about all he knew about the sea. Every time the sailor would gave instructions this young man would interrupt with his supposed knowledge. After some time a storm blew up. The sailor began to hand out life jackets. “ Where is mine,” cried the know all. “ Don’t worry son,” said the old sailor “ you don’t need a life jacket, with a head as full of hot air as yours you will float forever.” Are you a know it all when it comes to spiritual things ? What’s your theory on how to get saved for the great eternity ? Naaman’s theory revolved around

(a) THE WRONG PRICE:

He took a lot of money with him. About 750 lbs of silver and 150 lbs weight of gold. Some scholars tell us this was worth millions of $ dollars. Naaman was prepared to pay handsomely for this cure. He thought he could buy the cure. Are there not many folk like that this …. ?

My …. do you think that the “ gift of God may be purchased with money ?” ( Acts 8:20 ) Is this not what the rich young ruler thought ? Christ said, “ sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor …. and come follow Me.” ( Lk 18:22 ) My …. what you need to understand this …. is that salvation and heaven are a free gift of God ? But you say preacher, “ I gave to the church, to the poor, to the needy, to the homeless.” You do ! Do you think that you can buy God’s salvation ? Well, you can’t for the Bible says it is “ the free gift of God,” ( Eph 2:8 ) It is “ without money and without price.” ( Is 55:1 ) My …. Christ has already purchased salvation through drops of ruby blood that He shed for you at Calvary. “ Jesus paid it all,” and all that you need to do is come and accept God’s free gift. “ I thought,” 

(b) THE WRONG PERSON:

For he went to the King of Israel. ( 5:6-7 ) Maybe he was simply observing diplomatic courtesies. One thing is sure he went to the wrong place and he got speaking to the wrong person. You see, Naaman is knocking on the wrong door. Could it be that God is working in your heart this …. and you’re seeking, but you’re knocking at the wrong door. Are you knocking at the door of a Roman Catholic priest ? Do you somehow feel that if you go weekly to a man and confess your sin, that you’ll receive absolution ? My …. the Bible says, “ there is one Mediator between God and men the man Christ Jesus.” ( 1 Tim 2:5 ) On whose door are you knocking ? Are you knocking on the door of some old ecumenical Protestant minister who tells you that if you do your best you’ll get to heaven ?  Are you knocking on the door of some spurious man made, devil inspired religion ?  My …. there is one door and only one where you can find salvation and cleansing from the leprosy of sin and that door is Christ for He Himself “ I am the door ….,” Naaman had another mistaken conception. Not only (a) (b) but he was adopting,

(c) THE WRONG PROCEDURE:

Here is a man more used to giving orders than taking them. A man who has travelled a long way. A man who   now stands outside the home of some religious fanatic. And to his great annoyance he is greeted with humiliation instead of hospitality. Can you see proud Naaman standing outside the doorway with his entourage looking on ? Can you see him as he hears the message given by Elisha’s servant ?  “ Go wash in Jordan seven times.” ( 5:10 ) What, was it not bad enough that he a Syrian come to the land of Israel, but now he was expected to do some silly, ritual dip in the muddy waters of the Jordan ? “ I thought,” Naaman wished to be treated like a great man that happened to be a leper, Elisha treated him like a leper that happened to be a great man. During the days when Mohammed Ali was a great boxer he would go around in his arrogance  saying that he was the greatest. Humility was never his strong point. 

One day in his prime he was on an airplane and the plane was about to take off and the flight attendant had repeatedly told him to put on his seat belt. He finally told her, “ I’m superman and superman don’t need a seatbelt.” The flight attendant immediately replied, 

“ Superman don’t need no plane either, now buckle up.”

My …. Naaman was more concerned about his Dignity, but Elisha was more concerned about his Disease. Do you know something ? God puts us all one level. The gospel puts us all one common platform. You see, whatever differences of culture, station, position there may be they are only skin deep. We are all alike in our sinner-ship. ( Rom 3:23 ) Does that rub you up the wrong way ? Are you a self-righteous person who would not like to stand on the same platform as the street-walker ? Are you a religious person who would not like to stand beside the alcoholic or the drug addict ? Like Naaman have you said, “ I thought.” “ I thought my position would be taken into account. I thought if I lived a good life. I thought a God of love would not send souls to hell.” My …. are you writing out your own remedy for God’s cure and Christ is not part of it ? 

(1) (2)

(3) A SAVED MAN AND HIS TESTIMONY

You see, Naaman did summit to God’s terms and he was saved. How do I know ? Well, in ( 5:15 ) he says, 

“ Behold now I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel.” What does his testimony reveal ? It reveals

(a) A CLEANSING HAD BEEN SOUGHT:

Naaman returned to the man of God and “ he was clean.” ( 5:14 ) Why ? Because he had gone to the place of cleansing. Have you sought cleansing not in Jordan but at Calvary. You see,  “ it’s the blood ….,” ( 1 Jn 1:7 )

Martin Luther once visited a dying student and he asked the young man what he would take to God in whose presence he must shortly appear. The young fellow replied, “ Everything that’s good sir.” Luther was surprised and said, “ how is this seeing you are but a poor sinner ?” The young man said, “ I shall take to God in heaven a penitent, humble heart made clean by the blood of Christ.” What about you ? Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power ? His testimony revealed

(b) A CHANGE HAD BEEN WROUGHT:

Sure he was changed outwardly but he was changed inwardly. “ I thought,” ( 5:11 ) has given way to “ I know,” ( 5:15 ) He made the supreme discovery for any soul. He found the true and living God. “ I know.”  Do you know this …. ? Do you know that you have eternal life ? That your sins are forgiven ? That you are sure for heaven. Can you say, “ I know whom I have believed ….,” ( 2 Tim 1:12 ) Here was a man who had cast away his idols in favour of the true and living God. What a distance he had come, what a deliverance he had found, what a discovery he had made. “ I know.” My …. like Naaman this …. Will you swallow your pride ? Will you humble yourself ? Will you come to the place of cleansing ? Will you come to Calvary ? Near the end of the second world war a soldier wrote home about the strange sights he saw while France was being liberated.

He saw Germans jumping and shouting for joy at the thought of being taken prisoner and escaping the fighting. He saw wounded German soldiers gratefully accepting allied offers of mercy. But one German a stern

 S.S. man refused help. The S.S. man required an immediate blood transfusion. “ Will it be British 

blood ?” he asked. The doctor nodded, “ healthy British blood. You will die if you do not take it.” 

The German frowned at his benefactor. His face tightened into a rigid frown, “ then I would rather die.” A few hours later his body was prepared for burial. That man was crazy you might say. He should have taken the transfusion of blood and lived. But my …. is it not the same with you this …. ? If you don’t apply the blood of Christ this …. to, your sin stained heart, you will perish in hell eternally. Will you say this …. and mean it, 

“ Nothing in my hand I bring

   Simply to Thy cross I cling

   Naked come to Thee for dress

   Helpless look to Thee for grace

   Foul I too the fountain fly

   Wash me Saviour or I die.”

