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WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH

Reading: 1 Peter 5:5-14

17.  FROM GRACE TO GLORY

The Christian life in the Bible is described in a variety of ways. In one way the Bible describes living as a believer as sitting down to a great feast. The Lord has invited us to a banquet table and when we accept the invitation of the Lord Jesus we sit down at the feast which He has prepared and we enjoy for all our lives the wonderful feast of things that God provides for us. Everything we need is prepared on the plentiful table of salvation. Here are dishes of forgiveness. There are trays of peace. Bowls of joy abound. All around are sweet layers of love. ( Lk 14:16 ) So the Christian life is compared to a feast. In other places in the Word of God the Christian life is compared to a family. We are “ born again,” into the family of God. God becomes our heavenly Father and we become His children. ( Jn 1:12 ) But the Christian life is also compared to that of being a foreigner. The United Kingdom because of its emigration laws is in danger of being overrun by foreigners, people from another country. Now Peter describes believers like that. He talks about the Christian life as a journey or a pilgrimage. 

Do you recall back in ( Ch 2 ) he describes us “ as strangers and pilgrims.” Then back in ( Ch 1 ) he describes the days of our living as believers as “ the time of your sojourning.” ( 1:17 ) This is the pilgrim aspect of our Christian life.

This world is not our home

We’re just a passing through

Our treasures are laid up

Somewhere beyond the blue

I heard about a little boy sometime ago who was marching in a parade. And he was the only boy in the parade who was marching out of step. So they discovered the little boy had a transistor radio in his pocket. With an ear plug he was actually marching to the music that was coming from a distant country. You see, we are out of step with this world because we are listening to music from another country. The pigeon experts here will tell you, that there is a species of pigeons known as homing pigeons. You see, you can take these pigeons many miles from their home, let them out of their cages and they will go up in the air. They will get their bearings and then they will make their move, they will make their journey home. Now when you and I become believers the Holy Spirit comes to live in our hearts and He places within us a homing instinct. 

There is something about the Spirit of God in our hearts that makes us aware that we are heading home. We are on a journey, we are on a pilgrimage, we are strangers and pilgrims down here, we are just a passing through and we are on our way to glory land. Now has this not been Peter’s emphasis the whole way through this letter ? He tells us how pilgrims ought to act and so in these closing verses he gives us three exhortations.

(1) BE RESPECTFUL

Respect is consideration, esteem, submission. Peter has already exhorted these believers to be submissive to government authorities ( 2:13-17 ) to their employers

( 2:18-25 ) He has exhorted the wives to be submissive to their husbands. ( 3:1-7 ) Now he commands all Christians to submit to God and ( 3:6 ) and to each other. Be Respectful.

(a) WHO ?

“ Ye younger … yea all of you.” ( 5:5 ) You see, there is

1. A Respect that is Due to the Leadership:

The word “ elder,” in ( 5:5 ) can be translated “ elders,” and given the previous context in ( 5:1-4 ) elders refers to the spiritual leaders, the shepherds, and pastors not merely the older saints. That the entire church has the obligation to submit “ to line up under,” those whom God has placed in authority over it, is a theme in Paul’s letters. Do you recall his words to the church in Thessalonica ? “ We beseech you brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you, and to esteem then very highly in love for their works sake.”
( 5:12-13 ) To the Hebrew believers he said, “ Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves for they watch for your souls as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief.” ( Heb 13:17 ) Do you have a respect for the leadership of this church ? When you hear someone going around the assembly slagging off the eldership, you know they are doing something that is unscriptural. 1.

2. A Respect that is Due in the Fellowship:

“ Yea all of you be subject one to another,” ( 5:7 ) Too often there is a generation war in the church, with the older people resisting change, and the younger people resisting the older people. The solution is twofold. All believers young and old should submit to each other and all should submit to the Lord. ( 5:6 ) Mark Twain one time said, “ When I was about eighteen years of age, I thought my Daddy was the dumbest man on earth. But by the time I got twenty years of age, I was amazed at how much the old man had learned in two years.” Young folk, I think you’ll find that to be true as you go along. One of the reasons God gave you parents and older Christians was to lead you and guide you because they have already encountered the problems you are facing. So there needs to be a respect for each other in the church, submitting to one another, serving one another. Young folk, do you respect those who are more spiritually mature than you are ? Older folk, do you listen and encourage those who are younger in the faith. Be respectful (a)

(b) HOW ?

The answer is “ be clothed with humility.” ( 5:5 ) You

heard about the woman who went to her pastor after he had preached on pride and she said, “ You certainly hit me. I need help immediately. I am guilty of the sin of pride.” He said, “ Well, how does it affect you ?” “ Every morning,” she said, “ when I waken I just sit in front of the mirror and admire my own beauty.” “ My dear lady,” replied the pastor, “ that isn’t pride. That is imagination.” Now the picture here is that of a servant putting on an apron before serving those in the house. Was Peter recalling that meal in the Upper Room when Christ wrapped Himself with a towel and washed the dirty feet of the disciples ? ( Jn 13:4 ) Reclining at the table for their last meal with the Master, Peter and the other disciples had come to the table with dirty feet. The Saviour humbling Himself to the role of a servant “ clothed Himself,” with a towel, and carrying a basin of water He washed their feet. You see, humility is not merely thinking poorly of yourself, its simply not thinking of yourself at all. ( Phil 2:5 )

So Peter says I want you to put on the slaves apron, “ for God resisteth the proud and giveth grace to the humble.”

( 5:5 Prov 3:34 ) It takes grace to submit to another believer, but God can gave that grace if we humble ourselves before Him. Someone has said “ that pride means to be stuffed full of yourself.” ( Prov 6:16-17

8:13 ) It was pride that turned Lucifer into Satan 

( Is 14:12-15 ) It was pride, a desire to be like God that stirred Eve to take the forbidden fruit. And the only antidote to pride is the grace of God and we receive that grace when we submit ourselves to Him and we reveal that grace when we submit ourselves to each other.
Do you find it hard to submit to the leadership and to the fellowship as a whole ? Is it because you have never received this grace ? And is it that because you’ve never humbled yourself under  “ the mighty hand of God ?”
Be respectful. Who ? How ?

(c) WHY ?

Because God cares for you. You know one of the greatest hindrances to submitting to one another and serving one another is the fear of being mistreated, insulted, even taken advantage of. When we “ care,” to much about yourselves we may fail to do the will of God, therefore we must get rid of this care by reminding ourselves that God will take care of us. Peter says, “ Casting all your care upon Him for He careth for you,” or “ you are His concern.” The word “ care,” there means “ to pull apart.” What Peter is taking about is the mental disturbance and the emotional turmoil caused by the burdens and pressures of life. Is that where you are 
this …. ? Have you personal worries ? Family cares ? Business anxieties ? Commercial problems ? Is your mind distracted ? Your heart overwhelmed ? Your soul despondent ? Will here is God’s Word to you this morning, “ Cast the full weight of your cares upon Him.” I love David’s advice, “ Cast Thy burden upon the Lord and He will sustain thee ….,” ( Ps 55:22 )

Did you notice that there are two cares in this verse. There is Anxious Care, that is ours, but there is Affectionate Care that is His. “ For He careth for you.” Kenneth Wuest the Greek scholar says, “ You are His concern.” Isn’t that beautiful ? Did Peter not know that ? When Peter’s mother in law was ill Christ healed her. ( Lk 4:38 ) When he didn’t have the money to pay his taxes, the Lord paid them. ( Matt 17:24 ) When Peter almost drowned one night, the Lord Jesus rescued him. ( Matt 14:25 ) When he lost his temper in the Garden of Gethsemane and almost killed a man, Christ healed the man’s ear and saved Peter from arrest. ( Lk 22:50 ) When Peter was imprisoned, the Lord miraculously released him. ( Acts 12:5 ) And now speaking out of personal experience he says, “ He careth for you.” It really matters to Him about you. Isn’t that encouraging ? I mean you are important to the Lord. Your care is His care. Your problem is His problem. Your burden is His burden.
God will take care of you be not afraid

He is your safeguard through sunshine and shade

Tenderly watching and keeping His own

He will not leave you to wander alone

(2) BE WATCHFUL

Because you have an enemy. The recipients of this letter had already experienced the attacks of the slanderer.
( 4:4, 14 ) and now they would meet the “ lion,” in their fiery trial. So Peter says, “ be alert, be watchful, stay awake,” for the realities of spiritual warfare call for vigilance. Now Peter gives them some practical instructions here to help them get victory over their adversary. Notice, they must,

(a) RECOGNISE HIS PERSON:

For he is “ your adversary the devil.” ( 5:8 ) Do you believe there is a devil ? Did you know that the devil has tricked a whole lot of people into thinking he is some kind of imaginary character ? Why the greatest thing the devil can do is to get people to believe that he is some kind of funny weird looking guy running around in a red suit with horns and a forked tail carrying a pitchfork in his hand. My …. the Bible teaches that the devil is a very real personality. Satan possesses all the traits of personality. He has intellect, emotion and will. He has the ability to plan something. ( 2 Cor 11:3 ) He has the ability to communicate something. He held a conversation with the Lord Jesus in the wilderness. ( Matt 4:1-11 ) and with Eve in the garden. He has the ability to will something. He took the Lord Jesus to the top of a mountain and offered him all the kingdoms of the world if He would fall down and worship him. ( Matt 4:8-9 ) The devil your adversary is real. (a)
(b) REALISE HIS POLICY:

1. He is the Accuser:
The word “ Satan,” means “ adversary,” and the word

“ Devil,” means the “ accuser.” Peter says, the devil is your adversary. The original term refers to an opponent in a court of law. This individual is a person on the other side. An adversary is neither a friend nor a playmate. An adversary is no one to mess around with, and no one to joke about. Do you realise that the devil is an accuser ? The Book of Revelation tells us that the enemy of our souls is “ the accuser of our brethren.” ( Rev 12:10 ) He accuses God to man. He accuses man to God. He accuses men to each other. He is constantly accusing, constantly building guilt, constantly coming against us with hopes of destroying us for he is not only the accuser.
2. He is the Devourer:

Do you see his style ? “ As a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.” ( 5:8 ) The word 

“ devour,” has the sense of “ to gulp down.” You see, Satan does not want to wound he wants to destroy. Now Peter would never have had the experience of seeing lions in a zoo. But he certainly knew if he didn’t see human blood dripping from the lips of lions in the gory spectacle of a Roman amphitheatre. My …. do these words not chill you ? “ Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may devour.” ( 5:8 ) He sought to devour Christ ( Rev 12:4 ) he sought to devour the nation of Israel ( Est 3:1 ) and he seeks to devour you. He isn’t simply out to tantalize us or tease. He’s not playing around. He is ought to ruin us and he dances with glee when he destroys the lives of believers. Do you ever hear believers saying, “ this Christian life is thrilling. I’m ready to take on the Devil.” Don’t ever say, for you are dealing with an invisible realm, with a power you cannot withstand in yourself. Get serious be on the alert. Charles Swindoll tells when Muhammad Ali was heavy weight champion of the world, on one occasion he was sitting on board a 747 when it just started to taxi down the runway.
The flight attendant suddenly noticed that Ali had not fastened his seat belt. She said, “ please fasten your seatbelt Sir.” He looked up proudly and snapped, 

“ Superman don’t need no seat belt lady.” Without hesitation she starred at him and said, “ Superman don’t need no plane, so buckle up.” Don’t you ever be fooled by your own pride. Our adversary is a murderer, and except for the Lord himself he’s never met his match. So (a) (b)
(c) RESIST HIS POWER:

Do you see how Peter puts it ? “ Whom resist steadfast in the faith.” ( 5:9 ) The word “ resist,” is a military word and it means to take your stand against. It means to hold your ground. The believer is to stand firm against the onset of the devil not by trusting in himself but by trusting in the Lord. ( 1 Sam 17:45 ) Now how do we resist the devil ? Peter says we resist him in the faith. That is, we use the weapons which our faith provides. Our weapons are the Word of God and prayer and our protection is the complete armour of God. Now have you got these three instructions ? (a) (b) (c) Had Samson obeyed these instructions he would never have been caught in the lap of his Delilah revealing the secret of his strength ? 

( Judges 16:16 ) Had David obeyed these instructions he would never have been found on the rooftop of the palace allowing his passions to run riot ? ( 2 Sam 11:1 ) And what about Peter ? The Saviour had told him to “ watch and pray,” ( Matt 26:41 ) but instead of being prayerful and vigilant Peter went to sleep. Is it any wonder that Peter denied his Lord ? Overconfidence causes us to neglect our devotional life, but prayer is a confession of our inadequacy.
Christian seek not yet repose

Hear thy gracious Saviour say

Thou art in the midst of foes

Watch and pray

Now here are pilgrims on the road to glory and Peter is giving them and us some final exhortations. (1) (2)

(3) BE HOPEFUL

Isn’t it wonderful to know that as we make our way to glory land that God is in complete control, that God knows what He is doing ? My …. no matter how difficult the pilgrim pathway may be a Christian always has hope.

Why ? Well, Peter gives us three reasons.

(a) WE HAVE GOD’S GRACE:

You see, our salvation is because of His grace ( 1:10 ) He called us before we called on Him ( 1:2 ) We have “ tasted that the Lord is gracious,” so we are not afraid of anything that He purposes for us. His grace is 
“ manifold,” ( 4:10 ) and meets every situation in life. And as we submit to Him He gives is the grace that we need. In fact, He is “ the God of all grace.” Oh, what a beautiful description of our God today. He is the God of all grace. My …. what is your need this …. ? Are you 
lost ? Then you need saving grace. Are you weak ? Then you need strengthening grace ? Are you bewildered ? Then you need illuminating grace ? Are you defiled ? Then you need sanctifying grace ? Are you discouraged ? Then you need comforting grace ? And because He is the God of all grace.
He giveth more grace as the burdens grow greater

He sendeth more strength as the labours increase

To added affliction He addeth His mercy

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace

When we have exhausted our store of endurance

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources

Our Father’s full giving is only begun

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure

His power no boundary known unto men

And out of His infinite riches in Jesus

He giveth and giveth and giveth again
(b) WE KNOW GOD’S GOAL:

Do you know that the God of all grace has a purpose in the suffering and trial which He allows you to 

experience ? You see, God’s goal and objective is that He might build Christian character. The Greek word translated “ make you perfect,” means “ to equip, to adjust, to fit together. It is translated “ mending nets,” in
( Matt 4:21 ) God has several tools which He uses to equip us for life and service and suffering is one of them.

( 2 Tim 3:16-17 ) Do you see the kind of character God wants us to have ?  The word “ establish,” means to

“ fix firmly.” ( 1 Thes 3:13 ) For even as men use the fire to temper and toughen the steel, so the Lord uses the fiery trials of life to give us stability and steadfastness. 
“ Strengthen,” means “ to make strong.” Is that not what trials do ? Finally, Peter says suffering “ settles us.” This means “ to lay the foundation.” You see, through adversity the Lord will drive us to the very foundation of our lives, which is God Himself. Now is this not reassuring ? As you struggle with trials today, call to mind the sovereignty of God. Nothing touches you that has not come through the sovereign hand and the wise plan of God. It must all pass through His fingers before it reaches you. You see, God is always in control. This is why we can be hopeful. (a) (b)
(c) WE ANTICIPATE GOD’S GLORY:

Do you see what Peter says ? Look at ( 5:10 ) John describes that glory like this. “ Beloved now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.” ( 1 Jn 3:1 ) My …. no assault from hell, no affliction on earth can hinder this wonderful consummation. We are going home to glory soon. No wonder Peter breaks out into thanksgiving and says, “ To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Oft times the day seems long

Our trials hard to bear

We’re tempted to complain

To murmur and despair

But Christ will soon appear

To catch His bride away

All tears forever over
In God’s eternal day

Life’s day will soon be o’er

All storms forever past

We’ll cross the divide to glory

All safe at last

We’ll share the joys of heaven

A harp, a home, a crown

The tempter will be banished

We’ll lay our burdens down

It will be worth it all

When we see Jesus

Life’s trials will seem so small

When we see Christ

One glimpse of His dear face

All sorrow will erase

So bravely run the race

Till we see Christ


