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THE VICTORY OF FAITH ( JOSHUA )

Reading: Numbers 27:15-23

1. A MAN IN THE MAKING

One of the most gallant characters in the Bible is Joshua. No scandal, no moral failure, no rebellion ever scarred his life. The only negative thing said of Joshua had to do with the Gibeonites, and that criticism was indirect and did not mention his name. Here was a man who was faithful to the Lord until the day of his death, and his influence affected Israel in a positive manner for many years afterwards. Now if Genesis is the book of Beginnings, if Exodus is the book of Redemption, if Leviticus is the book of Worship, if Numbers is the book of Pilgrimage, then Joshua is the book of Conquest. You see, this book records the continual story of the Children of Israel, their arrival at the river Jordan and their entry into and conquest of the fertile land of Canaan. The books of Moses would be incomplete and imperfect without Joshua, and the history that followed it would be unexplained. The book of Joshua is the indispensable link. It bears the same relationship to the five books of Moses as the book of Acts bears to the four Gospels. Now as come to look at this book we have to be selective rather than exhaustive. However, there are several things we need to notice by way of introduction.
(1) THE PENMAN OF THE BOOK:

According to the Talmud ( the body of Jewish law )
“ Joshua wrote his own book.” In the last chapter of this book we read, “ And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God.” ( 24:26 ) Joshua obviously did not write the entire book as his own death is recorded in the last chapter. Joshua was originally named Oshea or Hoshea which means “ salvation,” but Moses changed it to Jehoshua ( Joshua ) which means “ Jehovah saves.” It is the word from which the New Testament name 
“ Jesus,” is derived. So much, for the penman of the book.
(2) THE PERIOD OF THE BOOK:

You see, if the conquest of Canaan was completed around 1400 BC then this book was written shortly after this date.

The book of Joshua covers a period of around 25 years, the conquest itself was completed in around 7 years according to Caleb. ( 14:10 Deut 2:14 ) What about,

(3) THE PARTS OF THE BOOK:

Well, they are easy to retain, for the book of Joshua falls into three main sections.

1. Entering the Land: ( 1:1-5:12 )

2. Conquering the Land: ( 5:13-12:24 )

3. Possessing the Land: ( 13:1-24:33 )

Joshua, you see is the counterpart of Exodus. The book of Exodus records how God led His people out of the land of bondage. Joshua tells how God led His people into the land of blessing. Moses summarizes both books in 

( Deut 6:23 ) when he says, “ And he brought us out from hence that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware to our fathers.” He brought us out that He might bring us in. Entering, Conquering, and Possessing. Now if these are the three movements in Joshua then there can be no doubt as to the,

(4) THE POINT OF THE BOOK:

What is the aim of this book ? To show us the victory of faith. In this the book of Joshua stands in sharp contrast to the book of Numbers. In the book of Numbers we see the failure of unbelief. Failure to enter: ( Num 14:2-4 ) Failure to overcome: ( Num 14:44 ) Failure to occupy: 
( Num 14:28 ) But the book of Joshua shows the victory of faith. Spiritually interpreted the exploits of Israel under Joshua proclaim that great New Testament truth, “ This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”
( 1 Jn 5:4 ) Isn’t it interesting that each of the victories in the programme of the conquest of Canaan was so ordered so as to show that victory was due to faith in God and not to the arm of man ? To unbelief the overthrow of giants and cities was impossibility but to the eye of faith it was already done. Now Joshua has been called the Ephesians of the Old Testament because most scholars see Canaan as a type of the believer’s inheritance in Christ. Now I am fully aware that many of our hymns picture Jordan as a type of death and therefore Canaan represents heaven. 
Dr. Graham Scroggie in his book “ The Land and Life of Rest,” says,
In these hymns the Jordan is taken to represent death, and Canaan to represent heaven. If that were so heaven would lose much of its attractiveness for some of us, for to pursue the illustration, the first thing we would have to do on arriving would be to start a vigorous fight, and what is worse, if this representation were true, we would take into heaven all our faults and failings, to perpetuate there, what we bemoan here.

So Canaan is not a type of heaven, but a type of the believer’s inheritance in Christ. As Oswald Sanders says
Canaan stands for a victorious type of Christian experience that it is possible to know and enjoy here and now.

Let me illustrate like this. Egypt: is a picture of the world, the bondage to sin. The Wilderness: is a picture of the defeated Christian life. Canaan: is a picture of victory, claiming our inheritance. Egypt illustrates the burden of sin. The wilderness, illustrates the defeat of unbelief. Canaan illustrates the victory of faith. Now do you know where many “ believers,” are in their spiritual 

experience ? Do you know where you are ? Could it be that so many of us are in between Egypt and Canaan ?

Sure, we have been delivered from the bondage of sin, but what do we know of resting ? ( Deut 6:10-11 ) Of abounding ? ( Deut 33:28 ) Of triumphing ? ( Deut 7:1 ) My …. Canaan was a good land, ( Deut 8:7 ) a watered land, ( Deut 8:7 ) a fruitful land, ( Deut 8:8-9 ) a land of strength and stability. ( Deut 8:9 ) Canaan illustrates the words of Christ, “ I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly.” ( Jn 10:10 )
Wouldn’t it be wonderful, for example, if we could have victory over some of the negative habits and sins that tie us down ? Wouldn’t it be great to have a ministry that would impact the lives of others ? What if our relationships with our family members, and others were healthy and loving instead of caustic and full of 
conflict ? What if we really learned to pray, and actually saw answers to our prayers ? What if we lived each day in a spirit of confidence instead of fear and anxiety ? My …. do you have yearnings for a spiritual life that is fuller and richer in every way ? Do you have a desire for the spiritual counterpart of “ a good land and a large, a land following with milk and honey,” ? ( Ex 3:8 ) Is this not the theme of the book of Joshua ? Realizing the fullness of what God has for each one of us as His followers. Now some Bible readers cringe at the mention of the book of Joshua because of its military violence. There is,
(5) THE PROBLEM OF THE BOOK:

Joshua is probably the bloodiest book in the Bible. That is because a particularly wicked civilization, known for its idolatry, religious prostitution, sorcery and even child sacrifice at times was now coming under divine judgment.
The discovery of the Ugarit tablets in the early party of the 20th century, gives an idea of the extent to which the religious system in the land of Canaan had corrupted itself. Do you recall that centuries earlier, in the time of Abraham, that God was not yet ready to do anything about this wicked civilization, “ the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.” ( Gen 15:16 ) But now, a longsuffering God was finally ready to deal in judgment with sin. God was offended to the point of commanding the total extermination of the inhabitants of Canaan. Should any remain they would corrupt the faith. The Lord said, “ But thou shalt utterly destroy them …. That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto their gods, so should ye sin against the Lord your God.” ( Deut 20:16-18 ) My …. right from the start the Lord warned His people to remain separate. They were not to intermarry or make other alliances. God was saying in effect to His chosen nation, “ If you’re careless, you will not change them, instead they will change you. Your worship of the one true God will get diluted, and then polluted.” Isn’t it sad when some Christians think they know better than God ? They want to live as close to the world as they possibly can, yet God’s unchanging standard is, “ Come out from among them, and be ye separate saith the Lord and touch not the unclean thing.” 

( 2 Cor 6:17 )
Now having dealt with,

1. The Penman of the Book:

2. The Period of the Book:

3. The Parts of the Book:

4. The Point of the Book:

5. The Problem of the Book:

Let’s have a look at its main character, Joshua. He was born as a slave in Egypt, of the tribe of Ephraim, the most powerful tribe at that time. ( Num 32:11-12 ) He and Caleb were the only two above twenty years of age to leave Egypt and enter Canaan. The others all died in the wilderness. Joshua was the son of Nun, the son of Elishama, who was the leader of the tribe of Ephraim.
( Num 1:10 1 Chron 7:26-27 ) His life can be divided into three stages. Firstly, as a slave in Egypt for about forty five years, then in the wilderness under the leadership of Moses for forty years, and finally as the leader of those who conquered Canaan for about twenty five years. Joshua was therefore,

(1) A Man Brought Out of the House of Bondage

“ Joshua the son of Nun,” ( 1:1 ) walked onto the pages of history at a crucial time in the life of Israel. He was born in Egyptian slavery round about 1500 BC. If Josephus the historian is accurate Joshua had lived for some 40/45 years in bondage to Egypt. He had known,
(a) THE LIFE OF SLAVERY:

He was in the house of bondage. ( Ex 13:3 ) He was among the children of Israel who “ Sighed by reason of the bondage.” ( Ex 2:23 ) No doubt he experienced the sting of the taskmasters lash, and the frustrations and limitations of slave’s life. Here he was dwelling in a dark land, subject to a ruthless tyrant. ( Ex 1:11 ) My …. all that Joshua could look forward to was slavery. Was this not our experience ? Is this not the lot of those we love but who are still in Egypt the house of bondage ? So often our vision of the lost gets blurred and we need to recapture this awful picture. Sinners are taken captive by the devil at his will. ( 2 Tim 2:26 ) They are in bondage to sin.
( Jn 12:31 ) The devil convinces them they are free but they are bound, he convinces them they have life but they are dead, he convinces them they know joy but they are facing judgment. Joshua had known (a) But he had known

(b) THE LAMB OF SACRIFICE:

Thomas Jefferson did many great things during his lifetime, but he wanted only three of them mentioned at his grave for posterity to remember. Number three, was the founding of the University of Virginia. Number two was the authorship of the Virginia statue for religious freedom. And number one was the authorship of the Declaration of Independence. He did not even want it mentioned that he was the President of the United States of America. We know how the Declaration of Independence states this matter of freedom, “ We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are endowed equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” The 

“ Declaration of Independence,” for Israel was the Passover. This was a declaration for them of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

It meant life because those who were protected by the blood of the lamb were not slain by the Lord. It meant liberty because Israel was delivered from bondage. And it meant the pursuit of happiness because deliverance meant they were on their way to the Promised Land. Now think of Joshua. You see. Joshua needed,

(1) A Lamb who’s Blood Had to be Shed:

Look if you will at ( Ex 12:6 ) In other words, the death of the Lamb had to be Accomplished ! Its blood was shed. Now this is a most remarkable statement. I mean we would expect it to read “ and the whole congregation of Israel shall kill them in the evening.” That is, the lambs. But it actually reads “ shall kill it ….,” singular as if to impress upon the people of Israel and us the deeper truth that all the lambs ( plural ) that were to be slain typified one lamb, the unique and solitary Lamb of God. My …. there was only Lamb before God’s mind, the Lamb of Calvary, and in God’s sight there is only person who can effectually die on behalf of others and that is His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Not all the blood of beasts

   On Jewish altars slain

   Could gave the guilty conscience peace

   Or wash away the stain
   But Christ the Heavenly Lamb

   Takes all our guilt away

   A sacrifice of nobler worth 

 And richer blood than they

But Joshua needed,

(2) A Lamb who’s Blood had to be Sprinkled:

Look if you will at ( 12:7 ) The death of the lamb had to be Accomplished, but the death of the lamb had to be Appropriated. Now with regard to the sprinkling of the shed blood, the nation of Israel were again given specific requirements. Notice for example,

1. WHERE the Blood was Sprinkled:

Look at ( 12:7 ) None of the blood was to be put on the threshold or sprinkled on the floor, it was far too precious for that, it was too costly to be trampled under foot. Rather it was to be above them and around them. Placed between our soul and God the blood secures eternal salvation, trampled under foot, it incurs eternal judgment. 

( Heb 10:28-29 )

2. HOW the Blood was Sprinkled:

For it was by means of the hyssop that the blood of this little lamb was applied to the doorposts. ( 12:21-22 ) In the book of 1 Kings ( 4:33 ) hyssop is contrasted with the great and majestic cedars of Lebanon. It is therefore symbolic of something very small. What does it signify ?

Faith.  For just as the hyssop was the means which conveyed the blood from the basin to the doorposts, so faith makes the atonement of Christ of personal benefit to us. My …. righteousness demands the sacrifice, love provides the sacrifice and faith appropriates the sacrifice. Have you appropriated it ? 

3. WHY the Blood was Sprinkled:

For God says in ( 12:12-13 ) When God came to the home of an Israelite, he could see the blood on the door. When he looked at it He said in effect, “ Someone has died in this house, the penalty has been executed.” To use the technical term for it, the blood was propitiation, “ it turned away the wrath of God.” The doorpost put blood between God and the sinner. When the people looked up they saw they had expiation, a covering for their sin. When God looked down He saw that they had made propitiation, and thus His wrath was turned aside. Do you know something ? So many theologians and preachers like to talk about Jesus Christ as a Saviour and Teacher, but they would rather not talk about His blood. But we believe in the precious blood of Christ. We believe in the doctrine of the substitutionary atonement, Jesus Christ shedding His blood for our sins. Now the reason for all this talk about the blood is very simple. “ Without the shedding of blood there is no remission, no forgiveness of sins.” ( Heb 9:22 )
Joshua was (1) I’m sure it’s needless to say to this congregation that only such a man can lead the people of God.

(2) A Man Brought Up at the Feet of Moses

A. W. Tozer says,
Some persons are natural leaders, and this often means nothing more than that they are by nature dictatorial and overbearing, enjoying nothing so much as lording it over God’s heritage. God understands the strength and weakness of such persons and prepares them for usefulness by putting them in the school of obedience. Joshua was such a man. Moses himself had to lead sheep before he was qualified to lead Israel, and Joshua had to learn to obey Moses before he would be fit to command Israel. 
You see, just as Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel ( Acts 22:3 ) Joshua was brought up at the feet of Moses. Indeed he described time and again as “ Moses minister or servant.” ( Jos 1:1 ) Now at the feet of Moses Joshua learned some invaluable lessons. For one thing he learned about,
(a) The Adversary God’s People will Encounter:

Have you heard of the law of the first mention ? The first occurrence of anything in Scripture supplies the key to the later ones. It gives us a clue to the significance of later references. Isn’t it interesting that the first time Joshua is mentioned in Scripture, he is mentioned as a soldier ? Here we have a hint of his future work as an instrument to execute judgment on God’s enemies. We first meet Joshua in ( Ex 17:9 ) On that occasion Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. Now that battle marked an important step in the training and equipment of the man God had chosen to lead his people to victory in the Promised Land. There Joshua learned two valuable lessons. The first was, that prayer is mightier than the sword ( Ex 17:11 ) and that God is committed to the defence of His people. Between two telling sentences,
“ Then came Amalek ….,” “ And Joshua discomfited

Amalek,” ( Ex 17:8, 13 ) there stands a third for Moses said, “ I will stand at the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.” ( Ex 17:9 )
My …. that last statement was the fulcrum on which victory turned. For,

While Moses stood with arms spread wide

Success was found on Israel’s side
But when through weariness they failed

That moment Amalek prevailed

Restraining prayer we cease to fight

Prayer keeps the Christian armour bright

And Satan trembles when he sees

The weakest saint upon his knees

Have you discovered that your adversary is cunning,

( Matt 4:2 ) cruel ( 1 Pet 5:8 ) and continual ? How can we be overcomers ? Prayer. (a)
(b) The Humility God’s People must Express:
Have you ever noticed how often the Scriptures speak of Joshua as Moses servant ? Look at this in ( Ex 24:13 ) You see, Joshua was the minister or assistant of Moses, the personal attendant of that eminent man of God. I wonder, did Joshua think all this was over when he left Egypt behind ? Well, it wasn’t and for the next forty odd years, Joshua was going to continue, as a servant the personal servant of Moses. ( Jos 11:15 ) Now for a man of personal ambition this could have been difficult. Have we not heard of church relationships that have been soured because of folk jockeying for position ? Near the top, but not quite at the top. Isaac Stern, the famous musician, once said that of all the instruments in the orchestra the second fiddle was the most difficult to master. But in this role Joshua came out with top marks. He passed the humility test with flying colours. He began his career as second to Moses, and as we shall see later, he had no sooner been commissioned to succeed him, than he was charged to surrender his command to the new commander in chief of the Lord’s army. My …. he was learning humility in the school of God. What about you ? Are you content to play second fiddle in that sphere where God has placed you ? Do you what’s wrong with most of us ? We’re too big, too strong, to full of self importance for God to us. The Lord says, “ But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at my word.” 

( Is 66:2 ) Joshua, in the school of God was learning about, (a) (b)
(c) The Dependency God’s People should Exercise:
At Kadesh Barnea Joshua was chosen to be the representative of his tribe. ( Num 13:8, 16 ) He with eleven others was sent to spy out the land of Canaan.
When the twelve came back they hived off into two groups. There was the timorous ten and the triumphant two. The majority report went like this, “ the people be strong,” “ the cities are walled and very great,” “ there we saw the giants the sons of Anak,” “ we be not able to go up.” Can you feel the temperature falling with every sentence of this report ? It was into this chilling atmosphere Caleb Joshua’s colleague injected a shot of faith. “ Let us go up at once and possess it,” “ Neither fear ye the people of the land,” “ the Lord is with us fear them not.” Now Joshua had seen all that the ten had seen. The difference was this. The ten matched the strength of the giants with their own strength, the two matched the strength of the giants with the omnipotence of God. The others saw giants. The two saw God. The others saw foes. The two saw fruit. The ten had great giants and a little God, the two had a great God and little giants. Now tell me are you like the ten or are you like the two ? Are you marked by unbelief or marked by faith ? Like Joshua, are you learning the secret of faith in God. (a) (b) (c) 
(d) The Intimacy God’s People can Experience:

There’s a lovely picture of Joshua in the book of Exodus.
“ And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man departed not out of the tabernacle.” ( Ex 33:11 24:13 32:17 ) You see, Joshua delighted to be in the place where God manifested His presence, in the place where God revealed His secrets. Do you delight to be there ? In the secret place of the Most High ? There Joshua learned that there is everything in God to be trusted ( Ex 16:1 ) and something in God to be feared. ( Ex 32:28 ) (2) There’s a third aspect of Joshua’s life I want to mention.
(3) A Man Brought To Fulfil the Plan of God

“ Moses my servant is dead.” ( 1:2 ) What a shattering statement. When Israel needed him most he wasn’t there.
I mean the timing seemed so inappropriate, but it was God’s time. The children of Israel felt it keenly. “ And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days.” ( Deut 34:8 ) Moses had gone, but God had a man ready to take his place. Joshua had been long groomed for the job. You see,
(a) JOSHUA WAS CHOSEN:

Look if you will at ( Num 27:18 ) Joshua had proved himself over the years and now the time had come for action. My …. we cannot thrust ourselves into the work of God. “ No man taketh this honour unto himself but he that is called of God.” ( Heb 5:4 ) It is only when the compulsion becomes overwhelming that we should move forward into the front line of his work. Moses received a very definite call from God which he did not want to pursue, but God prevailed and Moses went. Do you recall that Gideon was very fearful but God chose him and sent him ? The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, “ Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” ( Jer 1:5 ) Do you recall that our Saviour Himself was very conscious of being sent ? “ My meat is to do the will of him that sent me and to finish his work.” ( Jn 4:34 )  Of Paul we read
“ He is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles.” ( Acts 9:15 ) My …. God needs men and women from all strata of society to reach all the different levels and cultures of people all over the world. God chooses, prepares and sends. 

The call of God is His enabling, it is a distinct qualification for leadership and an enormous source of strength. Alan Redpath said, “ A man assured of the call of God is invincible.” The supreme question is not, are you qualified, but are you called ? Are you called of God to do what you’re doing ? My …. the need be great, but the need is not the call of God. Its only the call of God that will keep your hand to the plough when the going gets tough. (a)
(b) JOSHUA WAS COMMISSIONED:

Look if you will at ( Num 27:19 ) He was set before Eleazar and before all Israel to be confirmed as their new leader. Does the local church not need to be involved in the acceptance and confirmation of a Christian leader or missionary candidate ? Sadly many churches are led by those who did see the biblical method of sending forth their evangelists, or pastors or missionaries. Conversely, elders and leaders are sometimes the last to know about those who have an exercise for the Lord’s work. Do you recall that while they were ministering in Antioch Paul and Barnabas had a clear call from God ? “ As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost said separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” ( Acts 13:2 ) That was clear enough was it not ? But this call that was clear was confirmed.
“ And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” ( 13:4 ) That could be translated “ they let them go,” “ they released them.”

Now the church did not choose Saul and Barnabas, nor did Saul and Barnabas volunteer, rather the Lord called them to service. All that the church could do was cut the cord and let them go. Is this not what this church has done over the years and is still doing ? Supporting those, whom we acknowledge to be called of God. (a) (b)
(c) JOSHUA WAS CHARGED:

Look if you will at ( Num 27:21 ) Joshua was to stand before Eleazar the priest to receive guidance from God.
He was not to lean on his own understanding, rather he was to receive his instructions from God, and then he was to relay those instructions to the nation. What a responsible position for he had to be sure of what God was saying. He had to have a word from God for the people. Is this not we need ? A word from God, for the people. Do we not need to live so close to our great High Priest that we might hear His slightest whisper and be able to give that word to the people. My …. there are so many good theological words, ethical words, helpful words, encouraging words, instructive words, but oh for a word from God which stirs the soul and moves us Godwards.
A Man in the Making.

1. A Man Brought out of the House of Bondage:

    That’s Emancipation:

2. A Man Brought Up at the Feet of Moses:

     That’s Education:

3. A Man Brought to Fulfil the Plan of God:

      That’s Exhilaration: 

A Man in the Making ! Are you such a person ?


